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Zacatecas, Capital City of the State bearing its name, with its 38,000 inhabitan- 
tas, was founded and named by order of Phillip the Second, King of Spain, in 1585. 
Zacatecas is built upon hills, as are so many of the picturesque towns in Mexico, so 
that from many of these a fine view of the surrounding country is obtained. 


Among the many architectural monuments of importance is the ancient parish 
church constructed in 1579, today the Zacatecas Cathedral, where a silver baptis- 
mal fountain may be seen, which is valued at $100,000 pesos. Zacatecas is one of the 
most important silver mining towns in the country. 
















Petroleos Mexicanos is proud to present a series of ad- 
vertisements illustrating and describing the principal 
cities in Mexico.—Zacatecas , the city presented today 
is located 825 miles south of El Paso on the Texas bor- 
der, on a splendid new smoothly paved highway. Its 


climate is cool and invigorating 


. y PETROLEOS MEXICANOS 


febwleum Odministration 





Nowhere else can you find so many exciting things to see and do... 
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native Fiestas, marvelous landscapes, luxuricusly appointed hotels, delicious 
cuisines, splendid nightclubs—all the sports and pleasures that you ever 
dreamed of. 


Only a few hours by plane, a few days by automobile or train from 


home. 


And while in Mexico, a long-distance call will put you in contact 
with your leome or business in a few minutes. 


Your money in Mexico goes further and you can stay longer. 





Come to Mexico, by train, by plane or in your own car. Plan now to visit 


Mexico... for the gayest, most stimulating, most g+orious vacation ever! 


For further information, write to 
DIRECCION GENERAL DE TURISMO 
Avenida Juarez 89 Mexico City, Mexico 


Cab'e address: DI-GE-TUR 














VISITORS IN MEXICO: 


Carry back with you the most memorable 
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Economic Prospects 


N MEXICO’S economie annals the year 1952 defi- 
nes a significant turning point, in so far as the 
trend of price inflation which began in 1939 reach 
ed in the course of that year its peak, came to 4 

halt, and turned to the initial phase of what might be a 
gradual future deflation. The Mexican ‘peso, whose 
purchasing value has declined since 1939 to an appro- 
ximate eighteen centavos, has, in facet, regained 1.4 
percent during the past year, and present conditions 
indicate that it will continue gaining in the foreseeable 
future. 

This foreeast is based on the fact that supply is 
eatching up with demand, that increased production 
is eliminating searcity and beginning to lower the 
level of prices. The current trend is clearly revealed 
in the volume of inoney in publie circulation, which 
during the past eleven years, owing to the rise in 
prices, has constantly tended to increase. This inerea- 
se, amounting to 135 pereent in 1951, represented only 
3.4 pereent in 1952. 

The gross national income for 1952, officially 
etimated at fifty-one billion three hundred and fifty 
million pesos, represents an 11.3 pereent increase over 
that of the previous year. The rise in’ production, 
refected in that of the national ineome, beginning 
with agriculture which enjoyed a nominal increment 
of 3 percent, extends over the entire field of produe 
tive endeavour, 

Mining, Mexico's oldest industry, achieved the 
most notable progress during the vear, its production 
representing a value of two billion seven hundred mil- 
liom pesos, as compared with one billion three hund 
red and twenty-three million in 1948. The produe 
tion of lead inereased in 1952 by 7.8 percent, of zine 
hy 29 pereent, of gold by 20 percent, and of silver by 
16 percent. 

Petroleum production was enlarged from a daily 
volume 229 thousand barrels in 1951 to 240 thousand 
in 1952. With the new and rich oil-bearing fields 
diseovered during the year this industry could have 
enjoyed a much greater increase in yield if it could 
cneounter a more ample export outlet for its surplus 
production. Unfortunate!y, the world petroleum mar- 
ket does not provide at this time such an outlet. 

In the industrial field, the production of iron and 
steel was elevated by 17.6 percent, though even this 
important addition did not suffice to meet the demand 
of the expanding local market. Our metallurgical in- 
dustry is at present farther enlarging its production 


volume, in order to cope with the rapidly inereasing 
national demand. lron and steel are the basie mate- 
rials upon which Mexico is achieving its industrializa 
tion, and with the country’s ample reserves of iron ore 
and mineral coal, it faces no problem in augmenting 
its production of heavy metals. 

Production of eleetrical power, another basie fae 
tor in industrial development, was inereased during 
the last year by 5 pereent, which brings up the natio- 
nal kilowatt total to double of what it was in 1944 
Railway freight shipments increased by 8.1 percent 

In Mexico’s economie panorama the year 1952 
brought about another significant turning point, and 
that is the sharp reduction in the margin of its un 
favorable trade balance. The year’s balanee—inelud- 
ing international trade and dollar income from the 
tourist traffie—gave Mexico a favorable margin of 
four million six hundred thousand pesos, in contrast 
with the deficit of nine hundred and ninety-two mil 
lion pesos it suffered in 1951. The unfavorable trade 
balance was reduced from two billion seven hundred 
and thirty-five million pesos in 1951 to a billion nine 
hundred and twenty-six million pesos in 1952. The 
tourist dollar income increased last year by 10.3 per 
cent, amounting to a billion five hundred and seventy 
four million pesos, 

It must be pointed out that the unfavorable ba 
lance in Mexieo’s foreign trade largely represents 
purchases of industrial equipment and materials, and 
must be therefore regarded as a profitable invesment 
rather than an expenditure, as an investment which 
tends toward greater production in the future 

Contradicting this general economie improve 
ment, capital investment in new or expanded enter- 
prise, which in 1951 amounted to 15.2 pereent, declin 
ed last year to 14.1 percent. While this decline might 
be symptomatic of a transition period from inflation 
to stabilization, it must. be mainly attributed to psy 
chological causes, to a feeling of uncertainty stem 
ming from Presidential eleetions and a change of 
government. 

It is safe, however, to predict that the construe 
tive policy pursued by the new administration will 
soon restore confidence and that normal economic 
pressure will bring up eapital investment to the bigh 
average it attained during the preceding years of ac 
celerated industrialization. 

Economically 1952 was a good year in Mexico, 
and there is every reason to believe that the present 
year should be just as good if not better 
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Cleansers 


rtd) medi iil migeantt 
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iia Hracie 


fills almost 


ing saints, the Catholic church 
every moment ol the Mexican life. rom 
his birth to his ce i, tt nel ol ‘ 
wile pan lane ; beat by the Spunt jive otllt) the 
eussurance that the great Indian Mothe ihe Virgin 
(a ada HL ype l lhiereed { “ hy bie ve Cf l tiie 
Son and Grod the kather 
or the people this intercession is a form of 
gic, They wear the cross and the Guadalupe aninilet 
eharin With crudely painted retablos thes ollel! 
thant to the virgin or to saints of tried reputatio 
lor miraculous cures and escapes 
but there are other, lesser uy 
It was Iilemona is ervant, who told ‘ thie 
blouses of Cleansing (;ivine light to her tiith ehoald 
left her very tired, It frightened her Leeause she hae 
never been tired before IL knew nothing about it, how 
ever ,until much later, ‘But it is all right now, Seno 
Vil she said I} went toa Llotuse of Cle iMSTNY ane 
vas cured, This is a good religion Although Tam a 


wotled there for the ser bart) Manoa 
Alberto | 
Llowuse 
the 


name plate marks it. It is 


Catholie I 
(arande and 
There 


road, 


rey Ces, 
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then spread his arms over her, 
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April, 


By Sylvia Martin 


Mu ing the one stairs beside the Molino de 
hi ! sounds yvsell on a long balcony overtool 
the Irie A nu ‘ ( 1] ith ‘ 
on wooden Merete vi iting thie leche VY servi 
top Tye ith ihe o ] ltiv bore ‘ Wl ou cled bie 
it ctile l Hiei J oon if l ‘ 
md it 
A vith gentle eve vas José Antonio Zuameo 
Nee pe thie Temple blie lCTVOUSIN orimacing 
\ Vil Sandoval ah apprentice edit 
obo | who looked like a clerk s the Me 
Ati i 1 in, Isaae Marin, was The Funda 
ital & ‘ pparentiv the leade 
| i t| | pyre ‘ Hd 1 ¢ if 
! ‘ " le} vers | | V peer 
’ 
bo ¢ Te if Ve }) e tie ial He a ¢ nsec 
The Medium moistened his hands with a thick, 
Vi e perfumed liquicl \ Waiting Wobhiath rose rote 


closed 


tm made gestures around her us 


invisible somethings and fheking them 


rtips te the au lie stood Por nome 


fingers on her temples, muttering and 


trembling in 


Suddenly he became Jaco 
wiping the sweat from his forehead. She 


Kvervone had to go through the same 


Continued on page 64 


Pencil Drawing. 


By Bcherto Block. 














Oil. 


A Crab 


HE discovery was j 


walking along the arroyva, below the ranch, one 

day when | noticed the shell of a small redalisi 

brown erab lying on the bank. We were a loug 
long way from the sea 1 picked up the shell and 
found that it had been eaten out, hy some bird, but 
the mystery of now it got up into those mountan 
was a tough one 

A little farther on | found another shell on 
bank. A couple of boys, whe were swimming in a 


! 
hie 


pool nearby, informed me that there were no sucl 
creatures in the arrove, but that a long way up the 
eanvou there was a spring where many of these eral 
lived 

I engaged the boys as guides and, the next day 
set off to see what kind of a wild-goose chase thes 
were going to lead me. | owas still rather skeptical 
about erabs in a mountain spring, but one of the ad 


vantages of being a specialized collector is” that 


one is much more likely to vive credence to native 
stories that would sound impossible to an expert. 11 Is 
blind credence of mine has managed to bring to lieht 
a good many new species, in several branches of hia 
logy, which have delighted the hearts of the special 
ists, when | turned the specimens over for examin 
ation 

It wasn’t more than three miles to the spring that 
the small boys had described as far away. | wonder 
ed, when they stopped and told me that this was the 
spot, and | wondered i fthey weren't just getting tired 
of walking and had picked on the first spring thet 
they came to. They assured me that this was the one 
and only spring where the little crabs were to be found 
I looked about and saw nothing but a few darting min 
nows and some lazy pollywogs, 

“Turn over the stones,’’ they advised 
I asked them to help, but they refused on the 


simple enough matter | Wiis 


Rd 
- : ‘ 
t ro , e ~ 


“i 
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Collector's Tale 


By Joh» W. Hilton 


ground that they nel been hired onl mS lille re! 
not as collectors. and that the ittle crabs were WwW 


bravos’” and pinehed hike the devil l hacl turned ove 


several stones before L found my first erab 
grown male and as full of fight as auyv erent 
uny size, | have ever encountered. - finall ilued 
him, ane popped htt opnte ( ecting it ‘ | 
had brought alone as a gesture of faith 

A few more stones and out erawled ‘ ( 
with a peculiarly slow wait. She was clumsy , 
ly caught When | turned her er | got ‘one thye 
thrills that sometimes come toa eolleetor There, t hit 
ly held under her tail, was a bundle of tinw erab 
about the size of wood tieks, that Kept squirmiine oad 
occasionally spilling out on mv hand. Here. | 
a truly interesting bit of natural history 1 owet if 
my sketchbook and made a drawing, It was a wood 
thing, for the mother beeame so excited in ¢ fiat 
that she allowed the little fellows to esear rial ane 
fore | got home they had mostly been eaten b elt 
cannibalistic male elders | found severa 
different sizes, and another adult female with ; T 


le of bright yellow eves under her tail. We kept the 
oil alive in an improvised aquarium, and found out a 
lot of interesting things: ineluding the faets that thes 
are almost entirely noeturnal in their habits, and feed 
on insects which they capture by elnabing abont at 
night on the trees. | returned to the States 14 hye 
entire brood alive, plus a set of preserved speeimes 
and he'd my breath when | took thein to am « ent 
on such matters, to see if they were an exeiting d 
covery, or something well known to science 

My friend lost little time in assuring me that 
there were no fresh-water crabs known from anywhere 
near this area; and the life history was distinet!yv 
teresting. Hle did. however. set me right on the mat 


ter of fresh water crabs, by stating that he had col 











12 MEXICAN 


lected Hanh different Species in Mexieo and Central 
\imerica; and then followed with this varn, whieh I 


I} repays me for having brought him specimens 


bere y \¢ 

Ile had heard of a Jitthe mountain lake where 
all fresh-water crabs were reported, and atter a ra 
ther tough journey. had arrived at the little village 
on the shore, long after sundown, The only food ore 
ed to be in the village cantina, where several of the 
(ier; raneneros were relaxing over coo! beers, or fie ry 
yiasses of mescal. My friend ordered a beer and a bite 
to eat, from the old woman who made tacos in one 
eid o the bar, ane returned to introduce himselt and 
inquire about crabs, 

Yes, these gentlemen had noticed small erabs on 
the shore of the take, but they were far too small 
Oo ent They were sure that thes would be out on 
the beach at night. as that seemed to be their feeding 
thnnve My friend hurried with his tacos and beer, ane 
ince bis begwage had all been taken to the inn up 
the hill, he decided 1 
terials at hanel 


»vo right to work with the ma 


bottles and jars are eare fully saved and are used 
countless times, for many purposes in Mexiean back 
county: There on the baek bar were some wie 
mouthed quart jars that had originally held piekled 
chilis. tle bought one from the bartender. and emer 
vel inte the moonlrht night Tt Wis only a yew Tes 
to the shore of the take, and to his great satisfaction 
dozens of litthe erabs were seutthne about. [nm mo tune 
at all he had tilled the jar with a fine series, and return 
ed to the cantina with his saqumming prizes. Tle set 
the jar nonchalantly on the bat 

Never thinking how the proceedings looked te 
ordered a bottle of iative meseal, opened the mouth 
of the jar and poured it carefully over the stub squi 
ming vietims. The SHI prise of the bartender and ha 
customers, 1 possible, exceeded that of the crabs them 
sel ye The silence could have been cut with ai knive 
ane iiv friend decided that here was a time and a 
place for fast thinking. Tle calmiv serewed the lid 
hack ati the jar, anal pushine it tee conte side ordered 


drinks for the house 


Ile realized before the drinks were half poured 


that this was not going te be enough Ivy WuV PeanSs 
Vhie very air ol thre prlaves reeked) with CULPLOSIES onal 
possibly suspicion rewarding his sunitv. As he rated 
his drink in salute te the others, he suddenly knew in 
his heart that he could never tell this erotip ol iil 
dle-class ranchers that he had come all this wav. toe 
vetoa quart of erabs and CUreys them back to the Sta 
tes, where thes would be dissected catalogued ane 
piekled in separate bottles and distributed to vartous 
other scientists; that they would peer at the speeimerns 
through naeroscopes, and write long and learned ps 
pers on the shieht differences between these and others 
of the venus from: some other equally unheared-or spot 
Somehow there in the ve llow glow of the coal-oil Lanny, 
with all these questioning eves upon him, he realized 
hat the truth would not hold water Ile must juvent 
story that would sound logieal toe this sort of crowd 
and «cdo it fast 
He had spent many a night on the tail, and along 
similar baek-countey bars, with just such men as thes: 
and the time listening to their tales had been well 
invested, When finally the oldest and obviously best 
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educated man in the room asked the ouestion that 
Wis on everyvone’s tongue, he was ready for hin 
‘Caballeros, amigos,’ he began, ‘‘some tales are 
stranger than fiction, and sometimes one never is able 
ii Sas that he either believes or dishbelieves, but | have 
come a long distance to trv to prove true ofr fralse 
the storvoot a wise old medicine man that | met while 
a very voung traveler in the Sierras, This man. it 
ecHis Was oVvel ninety vears old, vet his reputation 
among the women was the talk of the neighborhood 
Ile had been keeping four wives happy for vears, and 
hac only recenths married a fitth, aged seventeen, 
who came out siniling and contented the morning at 
ter the marriage to add still more luster to his alreads 
inustual reputation 
“'?T lived in this village for some time ane cn 


; 





severa avors tor my friend the medicine ean 
| Was about to leave hie called me mto his hut ana 
atter maka sure that no one was within heart 
listanes lie tooled vane that. since | was of another race 
and would prob: bly never be around to upset the se 
clal balanee of his eo munity, he was going to im 
part to me the seeret of his unwaning manhood 
Ile stated that the seeret had always heen kept 
arome | lew neclledne nen as a special hiark or stl 
perbority, ana I must swear, Hy all that | held hols 
never to divulge it to any of his or neighboring tribes 
“The formula was simple ‘dio to one of three 
! ‘ 


remote lakes in the Sterras every fourteen vears. There 


inn the livht «© thie Pail toon eather ane piek |e i! 
pieseal PSUp PIV cl thre little crabs to be found on the 
shore After thes have remained in the meseal wratril 
the next fu oot eat one erab each morning before 
breaklast le mhother moor This should suffiee to 


preserve stiperror manhood for another fourteen Veaurs 


| ado iat “PU si he cs that the Story is True | yi 
sat that perhaps | belreve that | have conn lone 
way te discover loam sorry of this seems foolish in 
vour sight. Quien sabe 

Ile Was met wit! protestations o Hee? om every 
Sicle itiel \ riend felt he had earried of f the matte 
Very nieced) Ile vas a bit worried howeve When om 
hy aotie the verntlemen at the baat hought bottles rial 


went out into the mieeht to gather little erabs. piek 


ling them ery Salorines in meseal. ane thankine thitun 
Just is solemnly 

The whole thing seemed a riven joke as he rece 
on over the Sterras to another lake. but he cdeetdeod 
to colleet his erabs little more discreet \ in the tu 
Trine The ¢ bs couldn't possibly hurt anvome ane 


it thes Were cHisappottment, no one could tr byolevt el 


brut the wnna ed Dnedian medicine migan Al] an all he 


considered it one of the most suecesstul and amusing 
hes of his lit 


Put at boaekfired om mew” te sald as he siitooatl 
his cesk turning over a bottle of mia specie th ‘Abowd 
a@ovear li le} | reese ved il etter in very oldl-tashiones 
re Hower sta wh) Tron the oldest ewentleri tl 1 
the erowe an sitid he had gvone To considerable trot 
ble te find mv burro driver and obtain mv acres: 


so that he might write me this letter of thanks il. 


was a Widower of seventy when | met him. and tn 
his letter he stated that. after following mv formula 
he had wooed and won a girl of eighteen, and thes 
were botl ery happy and expecting an addition in 
the Pamiily 

“And to think sighed my friend, I spotted 


my entire supply with formaldehyde 














Zihuatanejo 


kK YOU live on the North Ameriean continent. the 


street in front of your house leads eventuall 

Zihuatanejo 

Aihuatanejo is a tiny little-known town on Mevsi 
co's Pacifie Coast: a south seas island paradise on 
the mainland of the continent. Your door, vour street 
and vour car are the “open sesame.” 

| first heard of Zihuatane 
ed in Mexico in 1946 over a campfire near an aneient 


Shortly after T arri 


Spanish silver mine dn the hiotintams of €ierrere 
“What is the most beautiful price in Mexieo * Pete 
Warner repeated my question. The southerner whe 


had lived all over the Republic for more than an 


average lifetime leaned baek against the roek ane 
after a while drawled slowly **Zee-wa-tu-NAY-ho. of 


course,” 


AS We suai hy the fire, he painted such an idvl 
picture that | determined to find for nN self the magic 
of the little place. But it was two vears hefore 
jobs in the Mexican capital would enable me io iake 
the NeCOSSALY week 

] spent 29.65 PpeSOS £? OH to reserve a seat on 
the Los (Gialgos turismo to Aeapules Turisinos are ! 
common, cheap and comfortable way to travel in Me 
xico. They are extra-large modern sedans with a jump 
seat between the front and back seats They he'd 
eight passengers and their skillful drivers know evers 
eurve of Mexieo’s mountainous roads ly heart 


We left the citv early in the morning, eli hea 
up out of the vast high valley and wound throwet 


the eool oceote forests to the s mnt end down to ihe 
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the walls and ceiling; left me a eandle and promised 
to call me at seven in the morning. 

It was after ten when I awakened. I took my 
towel and soap and went into the patio under the 
flaming bougainvillea to the chest-high square con- 
crete tank of clear water to fill a basin and wash up 
for breakfast and then went into the main part of 
the stuccoed one-story adobe building where the din- 
ing room was located, 

Two pretty young Mexican girls made a proces 
sion of breakfast. They loaded the table with small 
thin steak, fried bananas and candied sweet potatoes. 
They brought in an ungarnished salad of raw. sliced 
tomatoes and onions. There was bread and ‘vortillas 
and a plate of serambled eggs, prepared Mexican 
style with tiny pleces of onion, tomatoes and burning 
chiles. There was cafe con leche, hot and sweet. 

When the proprietress, Sefora Juana Serna y Re 
sendez came in to talk | had relaxed in the air of 
informality. Tour little pigs were ‘‘oinking’’ and 
browsing around the dining room. Several chickens 
sauntered in to a pay a call followed by a highly ner 
vous and important rooster, ‘*No,’’ the Senora ex 
plained about the price, The ten pesos ($1.15) was 
not for the breakfast but for the room and two othe 
meals a day. 

Breakfast done, she directed me to the house of 
the two norteamericanos whom she assured me would 
be ‘‘enchanted’’ to see me, 


I stood for a moment outside in the Jate morning 
peace, The sky burned with clear unbelievable Mexi- 
ean blue and even the low white wavelets moved in 
lazily from the ealm azure cirele of the bay to splat- 
ter softly and crawl lapping over the sand. The hotel 
faced on the center of the half-mile crescent of clean 
sand beach where | saw some men working slowly 
and calmly on some inverted open boats and a man 
and his son luxuriating in the warm comfort of a morn 
ing swim, 

A few small boats, fishing boats and trim little 
yachts moved gently farther out in the deeper bay. 
(iulls wheeled sleepily in the blazing sun. Behind 
the town the high shoulders of a mountain Joomed 
in the bluish heat haze and low, rocky, serub-eovered 
hills were arms which ran out and embraced the per- 
fection of the gentle bay. Far out along these hills, 
little sandy ooves nestled amidst their throngs of 
graceful coconut palm trees. A great fish suddenly 
splashed bright silver in the distant center of the 
bay, 

To the right was the heart of the village: two 
more tiny hotel restaurants facing on the beach. All 
the houses and buildings were half hidden by the 
yellow tongued hibiseus and the red-purple tissues ef 
the climbing bougainvillea. There was the expanse of 
the boat works with its beached dereliets and the 
bright skeletons of the new fish boats on the eradles. 
A wooden pier walked out over the water and a knot 
of men and boys moved about on it as incomprehen- 
sibly as ants. 

The one bit of directed activity was the work of 
building the school: the pride of the town where 
men were moving surely to the ‘*putt-putt-putt’’ of 
the cement mixer interrupted occasionally when an 
oxeart rumbled up to unload a cargo of stones. 


* ” * 
| followed the shady dirt road which led inland 


around the curves of the wandering lagoon, past 
the cornfields and at the turn | came to a gate, open- 
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ed it and walked along the path until I saw a girl sit- 
ting in the shade of the verandah of her palm-thatch- 
ol choza. 

‘Hi,’’ she shouted in a friendly way and came 
down the path to meet me. Then we were sitting in 
the cool shade and between questions and answers 
about things in the capital she was instructing me in 
the hospitable custom of drinking freshly opened co- 
conuts, 

“What a pity,’ she lamented, ‘Jim would have 
loved to have met you,”’ Her husband, who had also 
attended Mexico City College before they came to 
the paradise on the bay where he was writing his ne 
vel, had taken off for Acapulco that morning in ihe 
Jeep to get some supplies 

In spite of her modern clothing and her profound 
knowledye of slang, Jo Tlelizel seemed strangely at 
home in the place. And, in spite of the Huss life she 
had led in the bureau of a news-magazine in Mexico 
Citv, was strangely contented with the dream: eXis- 
fence of the place 

Minding Zihuatanejo had been divine Juck, she 
assured me. The port captain who lived down the 
hill had given them one of his little houses rent free 
It was a comfortable place—its thatched palm reot 
held up by poles, the large main room where a ga- 
soline lantern hung over a table whieh supported ihe 
typewriter and a huge pile of manuscript, the small 
kitchen jean-to on the back with its adobe stove and 
domed oven and the wide veranda which stretched 
across the front of the flower filled place. 

Every morning a supply of fresh tropical fruits 
was dropped at the door by one of the men who work- 
cd in the eaptain’s orchards. The Heltzels got most 
of their food in this fashion and ‘when Jim feels like 
fishing he wanders off with a spear or line for an hour 
or two,’’ .Jlo said, ‘‘and returns with a big fish din- 
ner,”’ 

Jo was a source of information about the village 
and as we sat talking leisurely about here and there, 
a flock of compact green parrots flew out of the la- 
goon with their fast choppy wing beat, screaming gut- 
terally with excitement and an occasional villager pass- 
ed slowly on the road below on burro or horseback. 

Among other things she told me about the social 
life of the village whieh centered around the Casa 
Kugenia and after lunch at the hotel and a swim in 
the brilliant clear water gleaming here and there with 
schools of tropical fish, | found myself waiting for 
evening. 

It came swiftly, dark following the golden haze 
of the sunset across the miles of water. After the light 
evening meal typical of tropical Mexico, | walked up 
the beach toward the Casa Kugenia. The stars were 
enormous in the velvet purple of the night. Orion 
rose like a huge plane over the eastern hills 

Tonight, as every night, the town had turned out. 
Jo was there, two young people from the United States 
on their honeymoon, Juan Wemberg and Gleen Me- 
Donald and his wife. MeDonaid, a friendly Arizonan 
in his fifties, who has been in and out of Mexico since 
he fought with Villa in the revolution, has establish- 
ed a shark liver business in Zihuatanejo. 

Living is easy and good in Zihuatanejo and along 
the whole coast, MeDonald said. Coconuts are the 
hasie economy. ‘‘You just plant them and rest until 
the wind harvests them for you.”’ 

Five or six years after planting the palm trees 
begin to bear and outside of running a cultivator 
through the orchards every two months, the only 
work is picking the fallen nuts off the ground and 
drying them into eopra. 

MeDonald said that each bearing tree is worth 

Continued on page 63 








By José A. Rodriguez 


Colonial Painters and Sculptors 


DISCUSSION of the late Colonial period in 

Mexican architecture can hardly be consider 

ed complete without some mention of the im- 

portance of both seulpture and painting as 
architectural adjuncts, a relationship, in faet, which 
had existed in New Spain from an early date, but 
which was especially emphasized when increasing 
wealth made possible an even greater richness of or 
namentation in the form of architeeture’s most im 
portant allies. Unlike the meagerly decorated early 
architecture north of the Rio Grande, the monumen 
tal buildings of Mexico, and especially the churches 
and monasteries, included much of painting and seulp 
ture as part of the architectural scheme. 

In the early Colonial days the demands for em 
bellishment were met from Spain, especially in’ the 
case of sculpture, many statues carved in wood heing 
sent over from the mother country. Painting, how 
ever, was encouraged at an early date in Mexico, and, 
in the very earliest work, frescoes were extensively 
used for ornamentation of interior surfaces. Many o! 
these were in monochrome. Black and white frescoes 
are not uncommonly seen on the walls of sixteenth 
century churches and monasteries, some of them quite 
obviously copied from woodeuts which illustrated books 
brought over by the friars. In later mural decorations, 
however, great canvases painted with oil colors were 
more commonly employed, and, though framed in the 
conventional manner, they were designed to fit de- 
finite wall surfaces, hence were architectural in effect 

All during the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries 


By Trent Elwood Sanford 


the churches in Spain had been lavishly adorned with 
paintings and with richly decorated retablos and eo 
ros, so it was a naturally inherited love for sueh rich 
ness of deeoration on the part of friars and = priest 
that was responsible for the adornment, from an early 
date, of ecelesiastical structures in New Spain. The 
Church received one-tenth of all the wealth extracted 
from the mines, and much of this income was employ 
ed in the decoration of churches, beginning with the 
importation from Spain of many fine paintings and 
wood carvings, and continuing, as the artists of New 
Spain beaame more proficient, with vast sums spent 
on both paintings and sculptures done Iry native ta 
len . 

During the seventeenth century, as more and 
more Baroque structures were built, sculptured fieu 
res were extensively employed on ehureh facades and 
in the eighteenth century, as the Churrigueresque sty 
le grew in popularity, architectural sculpture was in 
creasingly used The disposition of sculpture on such 
facades has already been discussed. It was employ 
ed for its effeet as a definite part of the decorative 
surface as a whole, the result being a profuse array 
of figures so blending in with other carvings that they 
are but inseparable parts of a richly ornamental 
scheme 

Taken alone, most such seulptured figures will 
not stand eritieal analysis. The figures lack indivi- 
duality; they fit their spaces and stand well, but their 
attitudes are monotonous and without animation, their 
draperies formal. It is only the work of occasiona® 
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individual artists that furnish exceptions to this rule 


The stone rehef on the portal of the old Chureh of 
San Agustin in Mexico City (now the National Libra 
Is Is an example of sueh exceptional! work ied SO 
ave the sculptures on the faeades ot the eathedral 
of Oaxaea and of Zacatecas, This same eriticism ap 


plies to most of the polvehrome figures In wood whiel 
help te complete the bewildering masses of earving 
on the vretablos so abundant in chureh interiors. The 
colors of the draperies, however, combine well with 
the masses of vold complementing an scheme of mass 
and color intended to be considered as a vhole 

Ino much of the later work in interiors, the efteci 
was enhanced by placing oil paintings, of various 7 


zes, in richly carved and gilded frames, to fit in with 


the re neral sche rie re sulting in i combination a] wood 


carving, seulpture, and oil painting seldom, if ever 


‘ ceeded for richness 

But even before the advent of the Churrigueres 
que, paintings definitely designed to Tit given space 
had been employed for decorative purposes on chureh 
interiors, not only on altars, but throughout -chaneels 
on wall spaces between windows, in chapels, and es 
Walls of cloisters and 


in the monasteries. too, were covered with paintings, 


pecially int SHCTISTIES corridot 


to such an extent, in faet, that the amount of wal! sur 
face thus covered might well be computed by the aers ! 
A tremendous amount of such work has been destros 
HOnASTErTeS 
both in the 


did away with a wealth of fine 


ed The ruthless destruction of the yreal 
of San Francisco and La Profesa especially, 
heart of Mexico City, 
old Colonial 

Gevinning at an early date there grew up in Me 
sico the most extensive school of painting in the New 
World. There was little of indigenous art in it: if was 
quite definitely school, The first Spanish 
the New World 
vo de Cifuentes, who was born in Cordova, 
1405. Tle arrived Mi about the thine as 
ray Pedro de Gante taught painting the 
school established by that Flemish friar in connection 


murals 


a Spanish 


vatnter of note to come ta was Rodr 


Spain, TD 
Hh 


Wo Sane 


inal in 


with the great monastery of San Francisco in’ Mexico 
City. The painting of The Baptism of Magiseatzin’’ 
in the old Chuveh of San Francisco in Tlaxeala’ is 
ittributed to him Maviseatzin was one of the four 
senators of the ancient Thaxealan republie to be hap 
tized by Cortés’s chaplain in L520 It is probable 
that he also did several portraits of Cortés from life; 
ineleed, most of his work consisted of portraits ; and, 


following his start, there was a period when oil paint 


Ings, for the most part undistinguished copies of Eu 


ropean tasters painted in) colors whieh have 


faded acdly 


were 


Consequently, little remains of the work 


in oil of the sixteenth century 
But from the beginning of the seventeenth cen 
tury, the names of a number of prominent painters 


have been identified with paintings which still exist. 
most of them men who were influenced by the works 
of Spanish masters sent over to the New World. Many 
by Ribera, Zurburdan, and Murillo, especial 
ly, were sent over from Spain, where they served as 
Many Flemish paint 
ings, also, had been sent over at an early date, due 
to the influence of the Charles V. whe, up 
to the time of his death, retained a partiality for the 
land of birth, and contributions in the field 
of art. 


CUnVaSeS 
inspirations for the new sehool. 
emperor, 


his its 


Toward the end of the sixteenth eentury the eraze 
in Spain for Italian works, especially of the great 
Venetian School (used almost exclusively in the de- 
coration of the Escorial), 


was responsible for sending 


AN 
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to Mexico paintings by 


such masters as Titian. Tintoretto. and Veronese, and 


over increasing! wealthy 


for a tine the height of ambition was to copys their 
work But it was the work of Murillo in the ilow- 
igre century that especially appealed to the Mexicans, 
and he, more than any other painter, had a pre ound 
influence on the Spanish School in’ Mexico 

This stead demand for paintings had spurred 


the native artists to increased effort and activity, and 


by the beszinning the seventeenth century, signs of 
an accomplished Mesiean Sel or, rather, a Me 
dean braneh of the Spanish School) had begun to be 


hianitest 
School 

DE 
Dal 
Born in the Biseavan town 
the 


end “ 


the Mexican 


de 


having founded 
to Da 
the elder to distinguish him 
Kel Mozo, the 
of Zumaya, and a keen student of 
to Mexico the 
where, with his diver 


(Credit) for 
is venerally viven azar Kehave, called 


\ ie jo 


tazar, 


from his son 
bas 
. ° | | 
Venetian Sehoo 
the 


si le, his 


teenth 


he came toward Si) 
powell 
hana 
imitated yy both 
and Arteaga 
Italy, came over to Mexico about the 
to 


the Elder the honor of having 


Century, sitv of 
ol COMPOSTtion, his excellent drawing. and his 


ing of color, he was zealously eon 


temporaries students. Sebastian who 


had 


same time, ana 


studied i 


with Echave 
the 


School, though his job as a hotary ol the Inquisition 


shares, Sore degree, 


founded Mexican 


left him little time for the practice of his art. Luis 
stuuarez, the only other contemporary of Ii portanee, 
Was a native of Mexico whose work was greatly in 
fluenced Hy that of Eehave the Elder, though it was 
more realistie in style Works of all three of these 


early painiers can now be seen in the San Carlos Nea 
demy in Mexico City. 
Among the next @eneration of painters, the names 


of José Juarez and of Baltazar de Echave, El Mozo, 
stand out CONSPICUOUS! Doth were pupils of the el 
der Kehave, José Juarez was a tireless worker who 
vas uctive for a lone period until almost the close 
of the seventeenth COHTUPS A skillful draftsman, his 
hest work, even more realistie than that of his father, 
has often been confused with that of the master un 
der whom he studied. The younger Echave, born in 


Vie X1Co 1632. 
his father’s stature, for he lacked the imagination and 
skill of the 


apparent 


in tried rather vainly to measure up to 


elder. Flemish influence quite obviously 
he is probably best known for 
of the Cathedral 


Religion,’” both transeripts 


work, 


thre 


in his 
in 
Triumph ot 


his «decorations 
Puebla, °° The 


Prone Rubens. 


SHECTISTN ol 


1640, there had come to Pue 
bla from Spain, along with the celebrated Bishop Pa 
latox, the Pedro 


was both architect and painter 


In the meantime, in 


eminent artist, CGareia Ferrer. who 


In addition to design- 


ing the dome of the cathedral there and carving the 
high altar since destroved he painted SIX large 
pictures for the altar of the Capilla de los Reyes. 


These are probably the only paintings he did in Me- 
sico, for he returned to Spain to become master of 
works of the Cathedrat of Toledo, the position held 
more than a century earlier by the versatile Flemish 
architect Enrique de 

It was not long afterward that Cristobal de Vil- 
lalpando and Juan to produce 
the six enormous paintings that deeorate the walls 
the Mexico City cathedral. Villal- 
pando did **The Triumph of the Saerament,’’ ‘‘The 
Apoecalypse,”” and **The Glory of Saint Michael’: 
while painted “*The Assumption of the Vir- 
gin,’ ‘* Entry into Jerusalem,’’ and ‘*The Allegory of 
the Chureh.”” The latter is also responsible for the 
large painting at the head of the choir in the same 
cathedral, a the Apocalypse. To leave 
grandiose works to posterity seems to have been the 


kigas, 
Correa collaborated 


of the sacristy of 


Correa 


seene from 














































































April, [9% MENICAN LIFE li 


ain of these collaborators In the decoration of the the Mexican plateau Phrase it thie yreat parochial 
dome and pendentives of the ¢ apilla dle los Reves itt chureh of Taxeo are typieal of his style so great was 
the Cathedral of Puebla the work of Villalpando his fame, in facet, and so widespread the recognitior I 
shows a light and atmospherie touch, Other works his produstiveness, that itis te his brush that ast 
wl Villalpande are to be tounel in the Sacristy of the worth ruil nknownh parntings « the Colo pera 
Carmelite Chureh of San Angelo Martir at San An ne stull credited 
ur ¢ Villa Obregon whe on the tunettes ol the cloist I MWS GNCESSTVE prodtdetion that ve e0e8 
ers of the former Jesuit seminary at Tepotzotlan, the espotstbte Tor the ene veaknesses of the 
latter series richly luminous in eoloring Doth Cates Tn thet ane . " 
Working at about the same time were two grand thay exeeutl whine Vis stipertiel ut ' 
sons of José Juarez. Juan Rodriguez .<dudrez and Ni color reduced to monotenous formulate Phoug M 
colas Rodriguez sJudares The former 1676-1728 Is bite thie ITN} tent the spi thie 
noted for the series of twenty paintings he did) for The great Spanish tmraste ue ‘ st to . 
the great altar of the Capilla de los Reves in the Ca OL Coniposttlon and cator, white ere repeated 
thedral of Mexico ¢ It\ The central canvas. ** The TOTOUIST! Pavers were , we UdECOT eS . . ' 
Adoration of the Kines is regarded as his master ere , s Pec Het Porte . ‘ cure alia 
bees WaVs puile Vellow or y the ‘ (atre ‘ 
Contemporanecous with this group was a. tiguere eel his ne ale 
peculiarly outstanding im the history of Colomal cul Por Mitirais Havel made MUNdTe 
ire ot Me X1eo, a Woilal Juana Ines cle la (Cruz whe pPracdwetiot hie aqte | I ' nm . 
painted several ecclesiastic; pietures of mote. although Listening t Mldes Col . . 
lew remain as montunents of her ability and versats churches of Mexico, one tie The name of Cahir 
nN She was born in lOol in the little villawe of Ne rates Vithh altost tive ; onotone > oe di 
witha, on the road between Ameenameen and Cuautla stl Weilv ' he | . 
Living In oan age when, and under conditions where 
There Was little scope tor tree intelligence along liter 
\ ilties, she was even better known as a poet iis Psenudo-Murillo + , elion continued i ‘ 
ne above any contemporaries, mate or female Shie vork of José Aleibar ro pup 1} , hiey tosnanite 
ecame tanious, while still a eirl for her extraordin lie | t Supp in the ¢ ‘ he Me ‘ (‘) 
learning Uniortunate v1 eedom of thought. es (‘nthe and that of Francisco Antonio Vallejo , 
Ppecmiyv on thre partol wotnen, was then so thorough \ mintes the est mu TTTO oe aay 0 \ 
discouragcd that she iter retired inte a convent mando and Corres Vhese inelude Phe Uh | j 
here she spent the rest of het vears complaining of Accompanied b Vn rie hie Pentecost ) the 
the inferiority to whieh women were condemned, She anne erist) the ¢ eve San Pldefor ' 
probably the most remarkable Wotan the county thre \ jet Pre ‘ ~F , \ 
ever produced tier the Virei \ prev ‘ moti 
Juan Correa, though a prolifie painter in his own Chure | | efiar 4 ng ‘ 
right. is probably best Known as having been the mas rate ot tthe S ( \ if nod i! ' i! 
ler of the two outstanding figures in Colonial paint tis TN] wh hich het ‘ ‘ 
ie dt Mexico, ose Maria Ibarra and Miguel Caters death « i! New Soa | be ti ‘ ! | 
In their time. not longw after Murillo’s death. the tact 7 the W oF eee pee adit ‘ ‘ 
vork of that great Spanish painter ol Maclonnas was { , ‘ mostTDoned TIthE ‘ 
ooked upon with even ereater favor than during tis ‘ ‘ { 
lifetime, and it was the ambition of many painters it he ’ : si VS - 
. I ent j iol t « establis el ‘ 


Mexico to emulate him 


lose Tharra 168s liot Was Uibigtte Stionntbely 
' : - . bang Ise ¢ ‘ iy ‘ tilit hie ‘ 
CLINCH le al that Spanish muster nod has even beer ‘ \l 
eae thre Murille ot Ne Spa. Ile Vis ole ‘ . , ; ‘ 
colorist andoa pPromulie pauriter ltis first works were ye I} ro praudt Hie leh © . ne 
rank \ linitations of the oreat Spon moster bout (ret ticas rie ‘ \ ey Paitied cou rotninernt 
he later developed hoor. it \ ried ¢ ecullor hie} ( ‘ erie 1 Hie ‘ oni 
ere oO plaice Hiden) Ghbehentiwe thre enders of ois time \ nad t ( eve thie ‘ The hein . 
inber of his pamitings hh: yon the San Cuortlos \e {| erent ‘ Thie | el ' . 
adenmy in Mexieo City dhe outstanding atone his ‘ ‘ ! " ' ' . chun ey 
rals in situ are the four large paintings on the wa i bhete ‘ ' : chitect 
the coro thre C'athed) al Pure rt; ] 1 fing srice thee ‘ bos : se j iresatte ‘ 
SCetTeSs thre lle ow The Vire ! p this , ‘ ‘ toithot 
Even more brilliant. ane more proliwe. wy \] ceeded at eu tire eres ’ ec line 
wile (labrer: \ Aarvdtec locling lor im othe ent ‘ TA hele i! ot titers «leg ‘ thet rel i ‘ 
(); (3 Ith 16%) he ie le eal i poptiannrits pevorael tl t ivhed t ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ) «le i! iw 
ny HIS Drec#ltecessars ol corte DoOraries | ( ele « ‘ ‘ tii ‘ j ‘ 
ork Was alwavs dn cle re Althonuel he its bay ‘ ere a ‘ ‘ | ie Thie ‘ ‘ 
eel anv staal nts ot ene hel on Copper he elite ; j me ! est 
f el his greatest ft: ‘ i! are mniural cleeorath ‘ t t ts ‘ ered ‘ 
' vhich he tilled with a light and easy touel Yop ‘ ‘ ‘ ele ‘ 
{ (vials worker, and most moll ot Colom raat thie | ! 1 vl clearly e 
ers he iS respoustble lav avineg clone presen mura i! ? t< 
' churches all over the cou try igo ton thre ttine of Ti 4 ; ¢ enctlo it ‘ j evenerati« 
death in L768 Some oot his finest works, a series o foute « n Poe the ta 
paintings representing scenes In the life of Santo Deo sculptor nay . the three (‘a José Ville 
ingo, were ruined when the monastery of the Churel de Cw Taunt da ¢ nd J Ville 
of Santo Domingo in| Mexico City was torn dows ated tanks he mars ad 4 arary tithe eae 
Put there still remain examples of murals from his Villegas de Car P eal the p nace thie 


hand in riba tes churches seattered over the cities ot ( tinued on page 61 
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Patterns of an Old City 


POSTSCRIPT ON A MIGHTY LITTLE MAN 


HAVE lost track of many people 1 knew vears ago 
Some have died; some have gone away, and some 
have vanished without leaving a trace behind them, 
have disappeared in the onrushing growth of the 
eity, have been submerged in the tide, have been swal 
lowed in the multiplication of buildings, streets and 
peopie; they have grown away from me, as the city 
itseli has 
removed by the multifarious course of existence, by 


yrown away from me, or have been simply 
the diverse and separate ways the exigencies of life 
have chosen for us all, 

I have lost track of many people; but over a pe 
Hlod of quite a few years | have never fully lost track 
of Gerardo Ceballos. Dut then he was. of course, the 
type of man whom you could never fully lose fro 
sight, the type of person for whom limelight or | 
should rather say notoriety—is a normal habitat. You 
probably had no personal dealings with him, ace 
actually preterred to avoid such dealings, you probably 
no longer knew hin; but you could not he'p knowing 
of him. For Ceballos had never been submerged in the 
tide. Ile yrew up with the city, kept, so to speak, pace 
with it; enlarged his position in proportion with this 
vrowth; achieved a place for himself—a quite unique 
and preearious and perhaps a somewhat sinister and 
ignoble place, though undoubtedly a place among the 
mighty 

Whenever | think of him now the image whieh 
emerges in my memory is that of a swarthy little man 
riding through a downtown street in a big and costly 
automobile driven by a hardfaced chauffeur. Ht is not, 
however, my initial or final image of him, for he was 
not traveling in a costly automobile when [last saw 
him, shortly before his sudden and premature death, 
nor when - first knew him many years ago. It was in 
my own newspaper days, and he was then a voung and 
vers able reporter on a local daily paper, A wiry, 
dynamic litthe man with a soft voice and an extremets 
mobile faee, he impessed you even then as being su 
perior to his job, as the kind of man who ean never 
accept the security he might have as definite fulfill 
ment, who does not allow himself to settle in a rut, 
who regards any position he might hold as a provi 
sional stepping stone to something better 

lie was the kind of man vou are likely to find on 
the staff of almost any paper—the kind who drive 
cditors to despair, who are both highly valuable and 
extremely troublesome—who are clever and capable, 
and vet being too intelligent for their task are difficult 
fo manage or get along with. Willful, audacious, chat 


ing under any discipline, Ceballos, or Ceballitos, @s he 


was commonly eatled by his associates, was liked, 
admired, and probably even envied by them, for he 
was neither cocky or pompous as men of sma!l stature 
are some times likely to be, and yet he palpably bore 
an air of superiority, a quite consistent and pardon 
able air, for it rested on valid accomplishment. 

Ile was married then to a hefty, big-bosomed 
woman, half a head taller than he. Tle had obviously 
married quite young, for they had several children, 
and though little was known about his personal life 
it was rumored that he was mercilessly henpecked. 
This, however, was probably not entirely true, for 
heyond the peceadillos pertaining to the somewhat 
hectie newspaper routine he seemed, with all his over- 
flowing energy, a quite stable, abstemious and home- 
loving paterfamilias, a man who is determined to get 
on in the world impelled not only by personal ambition 
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but mainly as an ligation io those who depend upon 
him 
en for his excessive 


had it not 
nervous energy, an incontrollable innate’ driving 


li is possible (1) 


roree, he would have with time, as so many newspapel 
ion clo, become a steady plodder, settle down in his 
routine and aequiesce to whatever rewards it might 
vouchsafe. But being constituted the way he was, I 
could readily understand why he often moved from 


oO forego thre els rf 


job to job and finally decided 
a reporter s calling and face the hazards of ities. 
ven in this. howeve r, he sought at the outsei to mi 


| ifeailyl 
twiahe 


nimize the inherent risks. [lis reputation and 
connections cuabled him to obtain a position i the 
press department of a leading political party, and to 
rapidly work himsell up to the top as its chiel Ile 
became highly skillful at composing compaign propa 
canda, stirring manifestos, stormy protests, sober and 
porsuasive editorials. Tle evolved a style that was di 
rect and honest, a simple yet provocative style that 
wes neither too low or too high to reach the average 
and, that overeame indifference and inspired follow 
ing. Ile had the gift to present the essence of an 
issue and to imbue it with momentous significance, 
and without smear or slur, by way of mordant wit and 
subtle irony to reduce an opponent’s issue to drivel 
ing insignificance 

But brilliant pamphleteering was not his final 
goal It was merely a stepping stone, and presently 
he was expending his talents not only to promote other 
aspirants to publie office but to secure a tangible poli 
tical standing for himself. Making sure of proper 
backing he eventually launched his own candidacy as 
Deputy of the Congress—the bottom of the lackdet lor 
any man who sets his eyes on a political eareer—and 
Was cluly elected 

Though | was practically out of toueh with him 
by then, as | reeall it now he never achieved a place 
of veritable distinction in the Chamber of Deputies, 
which was probably due to the faet that though a 
brilliant writer he was a rather poor speaker, and 
might have been further handicapped by his rather 
unimpressive appearance, Moreover, despite his clever 
ness, or because of sincere convietions—for | am sure 
that he faced his task and responsibilities with honesty, 
courage and idealism—he was maladtroit politically, 
for he achieved the wrong kind of conspicuousness 
through insurgence, ly perversely aligning himself 
with opposing ineffectual minorities. On the othe: 
hand, this nonconformance was probably the result of 
personal frustration, of his awareness that even had 
he chosen conformance it would have not brought 
him success. 

At any rate when his term expired, probably be 
coming convineed that the true outlet for his talents 
was at a desk and not on a platform, he withdrew 
from polities and returned to newspaper work, 
although not as a mere reporter but as an editor of 
an afternoon paper. The publication, hitherto main- 
taining a conservative editorial policy and relying for 
its circulation largely on bold headlines and lurid lo 
cal news, under his direction soon aequired a perilous 
controversial angle, a splenetie attitude of political 
dissension, which in due course set him at odds with 
the owners. 

Compelled to give up this job, he soon found an- 
other with a rival paper, which after a time he was 

Continued on page 42 








Oil. 


etates 


ONK, the puppy, suddenly decided that she 

liked the taste of petates, the straw mats 

I use to cover the tiled floors, and she chew- 

ed holes in half a dozen of them in a single 
morning. | arranged to make a tip to Sayula in the 
ear with a few guests, to buy some more. 

Our way took us along the coast road, where, at 
the end of the rainy season, you wind and bump 
through every luxurious mood of lakeside scenery, 
at one moment moving through the lacey shade of aca 
cias between lush fields of head-high green corn and 
orchards of papayas in slender, well-drilled ranks, 
and the next moment pinned in the narrow. stony 
track between the steep myrtle-green hillside and the 
pewter sheen of the lake itself. Then we ran along 
a strip of the Mexico-Guadalajara highway until we 
came to another rough road leading up over the pass 
to Sayula,. 

Even in its views Mexico is unexpected. Ilere, 
there was nothing of the gradualness with which the 
first Italian panorama opens up after crossing an Al 
pine pass. We climbed five hundred feet over a stony 
road, turned a sharp corner, and the view burst upon 
us. entire and breathtaking, in an instant. Forty mi 
les away, across the huge basin that lay scooped out 
below us, the snow-capped Pico de Colima towered 
above the gray-lilac mountains that basked around the 
valley. The lake of Sayula looked, for all its size, 
strangely humb'e. From so far above, its shallowness 
seemed pitiful-—a smear of thin gruel in the middle 
of a colossal dish—and all around it lay the acres of 
smooth rose-gray sand that onee formed its bed. For 
Sayula is a dying lake, shrinking from year to year, 
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drying up. Now, at this season, the lake bed was ove 
half full, and the fields that lay around it stretched 
vivid green right to the mountain wall. The well 
ordered villages with their criss-cross lanes looked 
tinier than anything the Lithuanian’s toy 
eould evel produce 


lactory 


We drove down the pass, and at the second vil 
lage along the lakeshore we found a small manutfae 
tury of petates. These mats were woven in a herring 
hone pattern from the stout reeds that formerly grew 
very plentifully here. They were mostly made to a 
size of about five feet by four, and many Indios have 
never known any other bed. | asked the price 

“You will know, sefior.’’ said the man, a Taras 
can whose eyes were so dark you couldn't see the 
pupils 

‘One peso " | said 

‘*Pos, that’s very little, sefor. The little reeds 
are very searee just now. One fifty 

There followed a little polite bargaining, and at 
one thirty we agreed. | bought a dozen and packed 


them in the baek of the ear 


In the evening, as we drove back across the pass 
[ wondered how many more years the reeds would 
grow at Sayvula and the greenness of the valley floor 
would continue to refresh the eves ol the traveler 
and give work to the inhabitants; for when the lake 
finally dies the valley with all its life and its wealth 
will die also. Disafforestation, bad cultivation, inju 
dicious drainage works have ereated havoe through 
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out the Americas. The old Maya civilization peri- 
shed, it is said, through soil exhaustion. Soil erosion 
has done its best to ruin much of the Mississippi ba- 
sin; the drainage of Lake Texeoco, too, has helped 
to spoil the climate and amenities of Mexieo City. 
Ilere at Sayula it is easy to prophesy the creation, 
for the self-same reasons, of a man-made desert out 
of one of the fairest valleys of Mexico. 

It was after eleven when we reached Ajijic, and 
1 was tired and unprepared for any fresh experience 
by the time | got to my room. On the bed, in ihe 
midst of the counterpane, was what appeared to be 
a large lump. All sorts of thoughts ran through my 
mind: Tippet, a practical joke, a rattlesnake, and that 
last, quite unnecessary glass of tequila in Jocotepec. 
I pulled back the cover. With one leg cocked vertie- 
ally over her shoulder, Minou was engaged in exten 
sive washing operations. She rose purring with ihe 
smug, self-satisfied air of an amateur conjuror who 
has successfully performed a particularly clever trick, 
and made as though to butt my hand with her ear. 
There was chaos in the bed, and four squealing kit 
tens 

| Suppose I should have noticed before that some 
thing was afoot. Normally Minou is of a notably odd 
shape, very thin—-though God knows she eats enough 

with long kangaroolike legs that arch up her body 

in a gangling manner. It is not the sort of figure in 
which violent fluctuations of line should remain un 
noticed for long. Besides, all the previous week she 
had been taking an inordinate interest in every cup 
hoard in the house, and once she’d come flying out 
of Fordyce’s room pursued by a rich variety of tart 
and unprintable comment. But Thad fondly imagined 
she was looking for mice 


In Ajijie the Christinas celbrations extend, in all, 
over several weeks. The posadas start on December 
sixteenth and last until Christmas. Aceording to tra- 
dition, groups of singers go round from house to hou 
se, singing and begging in the name of the Holy Fa- 
mnily for shelter—posada. When they are admitted, 
they are given food and drink, and then there is a 
party. This is now seldom done, and a posada is cus- 
tomarily a party like any other, with music, refresh- 
ments, and dancing. The only time in Mexieo I ever 
saw or heard the traditional procedure, with songs 
and processions, lighted eandles and all the rest, was 
in the American embassy under Ambassador Daniels, 
and then most of the participants were Americans. 
The Ambassador had organized everything in the best 
Mexican tradition, except that there can certainly 
never have been a Mexican party without drinks, and 
Mr. Daniels has a'ways served no liquor, The prudent 
had fortified themselves before coming. 

Here the old custom is merely an excuse for night 
lv celebrations, and it is preceded by the feast of San 
Andrés, Ajijie’s patron saint, and the three days’ 
observance of the day of @ur Lady of Guadalupe, 
which falls on December twelfth. Christmas passed 
quietly and pleasantly. and even Mr. Tumpel raised 
an uneertain voice in ‘Stille Naeht, Heilige Naeht.”’ 
and the Professor wore a paper cap cut out of eome 
Shappers 

Around the New Year business at the inn slacken- 
ed off. The Fountanneyvs were going away for Janua- 
ry, and as | had no immediate bookings, I decided 
to use some of the money | had made and go down 
to Oaxaea, leaving Fordvee and Mr. Ilumpel on their 
own. They were perfectly satisfied with this arran- 
gement; in faet, Fordyvee said he’d be delighted to 
have a little peace and quiet. 

Then Silvanito wanted to go away too, to the 
children’s fiesta at Cajititlin. This takes place on 
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January sixth, the Day of the Feast of the Kings, 
because the church there contains life-sized images 
of Melchior, Balthazar, and Caspar. They are all 
joined together and are carried through the village on 
a plank. Melehior is black, Balthazar red, and Gaspar 
white, Silvanito explained to me that on arrival you go 
to the nearest house and reserve sleeping space by 
throwing your petate on the floor. The villagers make 
no charge for this, regarding free accommodation as 
an extra inducement to bring people to the fiesta. But 
of course if you get there late vou have to sleep out 
ol doors. 

‘There are many big tents of saloons of danece,”’ 
said Silvanito, ‘‘one enormous of big, with a domed 
roof like a church, It’s a very pretty fiesta, especial- 
ly for such an ugly little village, for ugly it is, with 
au very small lake that has nothing in it but catfish 
and a few canoas that leak. But the people there put 
themselves very ready. They spend very little on che 
fiesta and buy only very small firecrackers that make 
hardly any noise at all. All the same it is very nice, 
and there are many wheels of fortune and = round- 
abouts and Hungarians, and you spend a mountain 
of money. Ilow many centaves of wages would you 


owe me, sehor?”’ 


I told him and his round face lighted up. 

‘*T shall be able to divert myself very well,’’ he 
said. ‘*That is, if you permit me to go. And would 
you pay me in advance for the week that enters? 

Now everywhere in Mexico the Day of the Kings 
is the children’s day, and traditionally a Spanish 
child, instead of putting out his stocking on Christ- 
mas Eve, should put out his shoes on the Eve of the 
Day of the Kings. | asked Silvanito if many children 
went to the fiesta. 

“Oh, no, very few, because people go there to 
divert themselves, and children are a great nuisance 
heeause they try to put themselves into the diver- 
sion too. Most people of the village even shut up their 
children during those days so that they shan’t go to 
the dances or get their thoughts serambled by ihe 
Hlungarians.”’ 

‘And how many days do you want to be away?”’ 

“Oh, the fiesta is only for one day although ihe 
musie starts the day before. Last year I only stayed 
a short time, just three days, because | had to leave, 
because it had taken me other days to dig the roots 
of the hill for the centavos with which to hire the 
burro to and when | got to the fiesta, I sold all 


gO, 
at onee, and the next day | had only toma- 


ny eggs 
toes to sell. Most people stay the whole week, buy- 
ing or selling, and the musie goes on as long as ihere 
are people to dance. Put sinee you will want me to 
guard the house while vou are away, I could with 
all certainty be back on the fifth day, or the yourth. 
And don’t you want to lend me your old impermeable, 
for the January rains might come, and you often lend 
it to that Cayeteno.”’ 

“And | was going to ask you, sefor,’’ interrup- 
ted Lola, who had been eavesdropping, “‘if you 
wouldn't lend it to me instead.”’ 

“What,” T said. ‘Do you want to go too?”’ 

“Oh, no, sefor. It’s only that this Silvanito is a 
eareless boy as all the world knows, and has already 
of this month, lost a fork and broken a fine olla, 
watering his little seeds. The fiesta too is much very 
had. You know, two years ago, or maybe three, 1] 
took my sister’s children, the poor little ones (they 
are undoubtedly Lola’s own). There were many pe- 
ople so that we could get no lodging, and there was 
much noise. And the tequila too was of a bad class, 
for I drank several little glasses myself.’’ 

Continued on page 60 


Water Color, 


Strange Daughter 


ORRAINE LANDON took off her dark elass« 


and stared at this indifferent world. The little 
Mexican town of Tetela went about its business, 


unaware of a live, famous movie star on the pa 
vement. An Indian bearing a huge bed spring on his 
back trotted by, muttering, **With you permission 
with your permission, ”’ and people made way lor him 
and his superhuman burden. Another Indian, with 
a glass tray strung from his neck, ambled along sel 


ling small poison colored jellies. On the steps ol the 


best hotel Lorraine’s hotel—a young Indian woman 
nursed her baby as if she were alone in the country 
on her owl adobe threshold. There were beggars and 
shoeshine boys; burros loaded with charcoal; ancient 
busses of tattered tin, making hysterical explosive 
noises and sprouting heads from every glassless win 
dow, 

It was the usual morning activity of Tetela; every- 
body seemed to be extremely busy and getting no 
where. But no one recognized Lorraine Landon, who 
had been reeognized all over the world for eleven 
years. Or if they did recognize her, they did not mind ; 
she had as much right to loiter on the street as they 
had. Miss Landon went back into the hotel to get 
her breath and change her outlook. 

The desk clerk was intent on the switehboard 
his system was to plug in all the wires, so that no 
bells should ring anywhere, thus sparing himself and 
the guests the trouble of speaking over the telephone. 

‘Is there a house agent?’’ Miss Landon asked. 
**T would like to rent a house.’’ 

‘There is Don Agostino,’’? the desk elerk said. 

‘“*And he is an agent?’’ 

‘*Hle has ealling cards. No one else has.’’ 

“*Oh.’’ She thought about this a moment. ‘‘ Where 
do I find him?’’ 
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‘Ile play s dominoes in the eaté across the square 
On the cornet 

“But his offies 

‘He has no office. What for 

Well, she thought, what for indeed? Ilow do I 
know? She walked out of the hotel again, not bother 
ing with dark glasses. The sky was china blue. The 
trees in the square shone dark emerald, each leaf poli 
shed, after che night’s rain. Every day would be like 
this, she had been reliably informed; faultless and 
sparkling. Every night at six o'clock the rains would 
start, and continue 
the world until six in the morning. You could not help 
feeling an animal delight in such weather, whatever 


with quiet persistence, to wash 


trouble seethed in your mind 

Don Agostino was a short round man with gray 
stubble on his cheeks and a ecollarless shirt. She in 
Don Agostine said, °° Your servant,’ 
smiled warmly, waved her to a chair at the next table 
and went on with the game. For eleven years no one 
had kept Miss Landon waiting; she did not know how 
to behave. 

Presently the game was over and Don Agostine 


troduced herselt 


was free to attend to a prospective client 

‘You wish a house he snid. “‘It is very diffi 
eult. They cost too much, People take pleasure in 
asking a great deal of money, whether they get if o1 
not. | would not like you to be robbed. Perhaps you 
had better stay at the hotel; it is cheaper,’’ 

“But PT want a house. It doesn’t matter about 
the money.’’ 

Don Agostino looked at her sadly, as if she were a 
poor orphan, loose in a dangerous world. ‘‘Do not 
say that,’’ he advised. ‘‘The best; house costs three 
hundred American dollars a month. Imagine it, Who 
can pay such money? How many are there in your 
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family?’’ 

‘Myself and my daughter.’’ 

“Oh, no, then. It is much too big. It has five hed- 
rooms. It would be a great waste.’’ 

‘Please,’ Miss Landon said a bit wildly, ‘*1 can 
afford it. Really | can.’’ tow did you deal with such 
people; three hundred dollars was nothing at all. 
“Could | see it?’”’ 

“It is a little hot just now,’’ Don Agostino said, 
looking back at the table, his companions, the neat 
black and Ww hite dominoes. 

“We could take a taxi; we wouldn’t need much 
time,’’ Miss Landon pleaded. She could hardly believe 
what he had said, or her voice. She was used to giv- 
ing orders—not brusque harsh orders, but quiet ones 

and these were obeyed, The secretary, the housekeep- 
er, the butler, the agent—everyone lived to obey. 

“Tf it plases you,’’ Don Agostino said. ‘‘ Dut the 
house is too big for a woman alone with a child. 
When will your husband come?’ 

‘Tle is not coming,’’ Miss Landon said stiffly. 

Don Agostino bargained carefully with the tax! 
driver in order to save six cents, The taxi driver dro- 
ve as if he were testing a racing car on a speedway, 
and presently stopped, with a jerk, in front of a little 
wooden gate. All Miss Landon eould see was an old, 
smooth, faded, pink adobe wall, with waterfalls of rosy 
hougainvillea spilling over it. Don Agostino pulled a 
a cord and a cowbell tinkled in the silence. The wood- 
en door was opened by an Indian woman with a fine, 
hony, intelligent face and two missing front. teeth. 
They walked down worn steps into a small paved pa- 
tio with a fountain; through another door into a hall, 
and out of that immediately onto a wide-roofed ter- 
race, with nothing before them but a sloping garden, 
and beyond it the green, pleated land, rolling away 
to jagged mountains 

‘! want this house,’’ 

‘You have not seen it!”’ 
dalized. 

‘IT want it. If you will come to the bank IT will 


»*? 


pay the rent now. When can fF move in? 


Miss Landon said. 
Don Agostino was sean- 


aoer 


‘Today, if you wish,”’ he said. ‘* This is Filomena, 
the cook, There is also her huband, Diego, who is 
the gardener. Then there is Luerezia, her niece, who 
is the maid, and Severa, the laundress, who comes 
three days a week. They go with this house, but you 
must pay their wages. Can you believe it? It is not 
included in the rent.’’ 

‘*Fine.’’ 

“My poor lady,’’ Don Agostino said sadly, ‘you 
are being robbed. But it is gringos who do the rob- 
bing; this house belongs to rich gringos. Of course 
Mexicans rob also if it is posible. [ am not a man 
who thinks one people is better than another people.”’ 

‘*Let us go to the bank,’’ Miss Landon said, ** and 
get the money... Adios, Filomena.’’ 


Don Agostino had departed with a wad cf soiled 
Mexican notes; he said he wou'd give ber a receipt as 
soon as he remembered. Would she Exe a contract or 
an inventory or anything like that? She said it did 
nor matter. Would she stay long? 


” 


‘*T may stay all my life,’’ Lorraine Landon said, 
suddenly feeling very gay. 

Ard now to tell Isabelle, and to hope, pray that 
Isabelie would approve what she had done. For if 
Isabelle did not approve, she would go into a cold si- 
lenee, and the air around her would freeze and the 
sky turn to steel. Isabelle was twelve years o!d, but 
she was only waiting for time to pass, only waiting 
not to be a child any more, or at least a child in 


vears, Isabelle was counting the days and the months 


until she would be eighteen, and free and wou'd go 
away (Where) Lorraine wondered, and to de what 


9) 
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and be burdened no longer with a mother who had 
certain technical powers over her. The gaiety was all 
gone now. Instead there was the familiar sadness 
and fear, and the unanswerable question: Ilow had 
Isabelle become this monster; how had she, the mother, 
fostered or created this monster; and how could they 
vo back through the years and start again? 

She did not know if she loved Isabelle any longer, 
for Isabelle rejected love; Isabelle did not feel it or 
want it. Lorraine only knew that she had borne a 
child, and this child had beeome Isabelle, and they 
were not a mother and daughter, but two iso‘ated 
women, strangers, who spoke to each other through 
dleatness. 

Isabelle lay beside the hotel swiming pool, read- 
ing a fashion magazine. Clothes were her obsession 
Nothing interested Isabelle except the adornment of 
her body. She cared for her skin as if she were an 
aging beauty fighting time and wrinkles; she brushed 
her hair with insane coneentration. Lorraine noted, 
Without wonder, that Isabelle’s body was carefully 
oiled against the sun and that she wore a wide straw 
hat. Isabelle knew exactly what she was doing; 
nothing was left to chance. Tler skin was golden; at 
intervals, and after applying a special cream, she 
wou'd expose her face to the sun for twenty minutes; 
the skin of the face being more delicate than the skin 
of the body. Isabelle did not lie in the sun beeause 
she loved sun, but hecause she had decided a volden 
suntan suited her. 

“*T’ve rented a house,’’ Lorraine said cheerfully. 

The child did not look up from the magazine. 
““(ood,’? said Isabelle, ‘*This is a putrid hotel.’’ 

That, perhaps, was as much approval or enthusi- 
asm as could be hoped for. Lorraine stared at her 
child, who would one day be more beautiful than she 
was, and now, at twelve, was far more beautiful than 
any twelve-year-old girl should he, Isabelle was fair, 
as her father had been; her; hair was silky and soft, 
yet heavy, and a pale wheat gold. She had wide-set 
slanting eyes, and these were green, like emeralds. 

The child, of course, had taken dancing lessons as 
soon as she could walk; and though she woud not be 
a dencer, she had the natural grace, the feline certainty 
of movement of a great dancer. Her usual expression, 
for the world to see, was one of bland good manners. 
‘Charming,’’ people said. *‘*‘What a delicious, charm- 
ing little girl.’’ She is a real actress, Loraine thought, 
and | have never been able to act at all, but Isabelle 
sees herself from the outside. She always knows how 
she looks and sounds and what effect she wants to 
make. <All | ever had was a face and a body, and 
someone telling me where to stand, how to sit, register 
pasion, sorrow, anger. 

Iler own fantastie face, the long blueblack hair, 
the entrancing, light but sensual body had taken her 
a long way—all the way to Tetela in Mexico, and to 
this poot, and to this moment of looking at her beauti- 
ful child and feeling helpless with despair. 

I want 
Isabelle turned a page and did 


“I’m going to my room until lunch-time. 
to rest,’’ Loraine said. 
not bother to answer. 

Lorarine lay on her bed in the shaded room and 
thought: A putrid hotel. But when she was twelve, 
this hotel would have seemed a palace for a princess, 
too lovely to be true. When she was twelve she lived 
in a place called Mayville, set on the flat plain of 
Texas, with the land stretching out to the horizon, 
cupty, dry. And the only life was the highway and 
the ears, which never stopped at Mayville. Naturally, 
a beautiful girl would leave this place; naturally, since 
she had nothing but beauty. she would go to Holly- 
wood. But at eighteen, in Hollywood, Lorraine was 
still the child Isabe!le had never been. She eould dear 
to remember herself now, after the years of careful 
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shamed forgetting. sseautiful, but, as she had learned 
to say, “‘common,’’ with her face painted like a 
¢lown’s, and her clothes so poor, so noisy and so re 
vealing, THler words draw'ed out innocently, always 
nasal and always incorrect. 

She had thovght herself very dashing, and had 
found work from time to time as an extra. And lived 
on drugstore food, and not mueh of it, and used her 
pititul money to buy ten-cent-store cosmetics and 
another too-tight sweater, another undulating, rhine 
stone-ornamented satin dress from the rack. And grew 
a little sad and a little hungry and very lonely after 
a vear of this. 

Then she met Bill Dumbrowski, who came from 
Texas, too, and bought his chocolate malts at the same 
cut-rate drugstore. 
ago. Ile worked in a filling station. Ile didn’t want 
to be an actor; he wanted to build airplanes and some 
day design his own. Ile was twenty-one and he loved 
her and she loved him, So they were married. It still 
made her sad to remember that she had not had a 
white wedding dress when she was nineteen, 

They worked and nothing much came of it—nei- 
ther airplanes nor stardom—but it did not matter 
They loved each other. Then Isabell was born to a 
frightened Mrs. Dumbrowski, aged twenty-one, and 
suddenly it was horrible to be poor and to dread doe 
tor’s bills and erave the baby aids and baby luxuries 
she could not buy. Lorraine worried herself into a 
new beauty, with hollow cheeks and dark, suffering 
eyes. Perhaps that was why Max Stamm noticed her, 
although she was only one of several hundred Christian 
slaves milling around in an epie at ten dollars a day. 
Max Stamm was a great man, a director rich and 
fomous and powerful and ugly and old—at least thirty 
five years old. He loved working with raw material; 
he preferred creating peop'e to creating epies, There 
was a miserable talk with Bill, which ended with Lor- 
raine sobbing, ‘‘I hate to be poor! T won’t be poor! 1 


So long ago, so hopelessly long 
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can’t be poor!’’ Bill must have been wiser than a boy 
ol twenty three should be or e'se he loved het very 
much, and he let her go, gently, with love and pity 


While Max Stamm created his new wite Isabelle 


went into a pertect nursery, very clean rit so Triliv, 
with a starched German nurse to look aiter he Ion 
two vears Max would not let his wife tace a camera 
After two years, Lorarine Landon, who was n Ruby 
Hopkins, graduated from Max Stamm’s tireless train 
ing; she was the triumph of his imagination and will 
cool, fastidious, elegant 

Max Stamm’s work was doi he was a stat 
so Loraine found an Italian prinee—-which seemed the 
thing to «cdo that veal (slorgio Wi usetul too she 
needed the final lustrous polish of Europ Isabelle 
had a Freneh governess, with the Ger rt e sill 
in attendance to Insist on spinach and carrots and to 
wash ears Mut then Giorgio faded away; he eould 
not endure California and she could mot be pected 
to vive up her amazing cares Ile was not ans -% itl 
her any tore than Max had heen both of then re 
nounced her kindly, as you allow a chi'd earn, by 
the hurt of experience 

And finaly there was Michael, wi plaved p 
and had behind him as many ancestors as Aicericar 
ean manage, and a pillared white house Vi 
Isabelle got an Enelish governess and a pony. They 
were all nice men. Lorraine thought; only they had 


abel's but whe 
could have had anything to do with me, who was I? 


nothing to do with me Or with Is 


She was the one who was mobbed in the streets, whose 


fan mail arrived in trucks, who was paid more and 
more Or else she was at home, in the false boench 
chateau in Bel-Air, living graciously. And what Isa 
belle was doing, she would hardly know, she eould 
not imagine or guess. Isabe'le appeared, led in like 


a prize poodle, by whatever governess could stand the 
train, beautiful, beautifully dressed, as ornamental 
Continued on page 48 


An Old Soldier Dies 


By Ethel Barnett DeVito 


S IIE saw, those last days, when he stormed death’s 


portal, 


He would go down with all his armor on, 


Godlike—almost too godlike to be mortal, 


She thought, Who could live up to such a rian? 


ilis fearlessness, as he lay telling stories, 


His coolness that denied the ailing flush, 


Almost he might be planning further glories 


To conquer this last foe in one swift rush 


Hlow could she wake a 


for her at length? 


Hertest: to wait, to do as she was bid 


Shaken with grief she tried to match his strength 


Until he said, ‘* Bend elose,’’ 


and when she did 


To hear the final word he would confide, 


‘In am afraid of death,’’ he said, and died. 
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Morning in Oaxaca 


1 BEGINS before dawn the accompaniment io oul 
daily life—the sound of the bells, now faint and 


far, then suddenly quite near. It is the call to che 


faithful from any one of the twenty-five churches 
of our little city. Usually, too, there is the explosion 
of fireworks, as some church celebrates the day of its 
saint. (The night before there was probably a ealen 
da, a procession in the saint’s honor, Perhaps there 
wus a band; then people carrying faroles, burning 
candles, each surrounded by a globe of colored tissue 
paper and mounted on a bamboo pole ; many Wotnen, 
each topped by a wide basket supporting a flower ar 
rangement in the form of a harp, a ¢rown, a star, a 
peacock, a lamb; and a float or two lighted by electri 
city, carrying girls dressed as the Virgin and ange!s 

A pearly rosy light begins to suffuse the tops of 
the mountains that border the valley, San Feline vo 
the north, the Sierra Judrez on the east, and nearer, 
Monte Alban with its ruined temples, a  silhonette 
against the sky. 

When the big cathedral bell strikes six, a weird 
sound comes from the plaza before the government 
‘“palace,”? where two drum and bugle corps are play- 
ing at the same time, each in a different time and 
tune. Now the flag is raised and the tempo of the 
day is set, 

We distinguish the delicate tap-tap of the don- 
keys’ little hoofs as they are driven in with their 
loads: chareoal for cooking. wood for the bathhouses, 
pottery, fruit, vegetables, flowers. Some of the don- 
keys are entirely hidden by enormous loads of alfalfa 
or cornstalks for fodder; others are dragging timbers 
to be used for building; many have a big basket on 
each side and an Indian woman and her baby on top. 

Then the oxearts come in with their loads of 
building stone, or gravel from the river bed, or lime; 
or perhaps the net that hangs from poles around ihe 
four sides is filled with squash or corn, There may 
he a family sitting under a canopy of petate, ihe 
woven palm mat which serves as bed, carpet, table- 
cloth, basket, coffin, and when woven with the ends 
sticking out on one side like a thatch, a perfect rain- 
cape. 

The Indians from the mountains with their loads 
on their backs have come in, too, the man with serape 
over his shoulder, the woman with baby on her back 
and a little gourd bowl on her head. She is wearing 
a wrapped skirt of coarse, natural brown, home-woven 
wool, They stop at a fountain in the plaza to dip 
water to wash the mouth, rubbing the teeth with a 
finger and then taking a long drink before going on 
to market. Water is precious to them. 

The market peoyle are busy laying out their 
wares; some have a long table of fresh bread or big 
baskets of fruit and nuts; others, a few tomatoes or 
peppers laid out on a small petate in little piles of 
four or five each. Delicious odors float out from the 
restaurant side of the market, where many tables and 
benches accommodate hundreds of people. Here you 
may get whiffs of fried chicken, vegetable soup, toast- 
ed tortillas, beans, coffee, and chocolate. The hum of 
voices is punctuated by the sereams or babblings of 
the parrots and parakeets perched here and there. 

The market women wear long, colored skirts and 
embroidered blouses with shert sleeves and low necks: 
their hair is in braids, and their feet are bare. Long 
gold and pearl earrings swing to their shoulders and 
heavy gold chains adorn their necks. Their jewelry 





By Marion Spoor 


is their bank. They pluck chickens and stir soup and 
and turn out savory 


i} 


wash dishes and laugh and ta 
food. The stoves are big open pottery dishes (also 
used as washtubs) filled with sand and stone; on top 
is built a chareoal fire, on which the pottery cook- 
ing jars are placed, 

The refreshment counter has rows of big round 
jars with different drinks: one from the tuna (fruit 
beautiful red color, another from 
cantaloupe with lemon, still another of ground rice 
Havored with almond or cinnamon, and perhaps a 
fourth of greund corn with ehoeolate or other tia 


voring. 


of the eactus), a 


There is a long counter with Various sorts ot 
cheeses, the typical one made like a long ribbon wound 
into a ball. It is delicious—sweet and salty. 

resh flowers are brought in, quantities of ciem 

calla lilies, tuberoses, and gladioli half as tall as a 
person; roses, baby’s-breath, chrysanthemums, dah- 
lias, zinnias, Queen Anne’s lace, marigolds, coxcomb, 
cannas, magnolia blossoms, and a world of others. 

In the second market square, an open patio sur- 
rounded by roofed stalls, are spread out corn, bas- 
kets, petates, pottery, and metates, those three-legged 
grinding stones which have kept the Indian woman 
on her knees sinee the dawn of time and which are 
found in practically every ruin. They are often de- 
corated with designs painted or worked into the stone 
around the edge. The Indian woman tests them before 
she buys one by placing on each a few grains of 
corn, Which she grinds with the stone rolling-pin. If 
a young couple starts home from market with a me- 
tate and a petate they can set up housekeeping—they 
have the grinding stone and the bed. Their neighbors 
will help build a hut of bamboo-like cane that grows 
everywhere and thatch it with palm or cactus Jeaves. 
Pottery cooking jars are cheap and gourd dishes grow. 


* * 


Now the patios of the houses, adorned with trees 
and flowers, fountains, and singing birds, are being 
washed down, and so are the streets outside. A house- 
keeper, or a daughter of the house, followed by a boy 
with a basket, hurries to market for the day’s sup- 
plies, and to have a little chat with friends on the way 
or in the market. Women in black with black seartf: 
or veils over their heads are on the way to or from 
Mass. A nun lead girls in gray uniforms—girls of al! 
sizes and ages—from the orphanage to Mass. 

The bird-sellers with their cages of birds settle on 
one curb of the plaza. Some of them have mocking 
birds (tzintzontles) ; 
cardinals 

The bootblacks arrange their chairs in the porta 
les (arcades) around the plaza. and the gelatin vendors 
put up their little tables. The photographers bring 
their equipment, ineluding back drop, little wooden 
pony, big sombrero, and faney sarape, and set them 
up in the palace areades, 

Nurses in white are on their way to look for and 
vaccinate children in from the country. Players are 
going to tennis and frontén (jai-alai). The corner 
hetween the cathedral and the plaza is covered with 
awnings and furnished with long tables spread with 
a cloth and with chairs painted red and yellow and 
orange. A little handeart comes along with ice-cream 
freezers and big jars for water, some dishes, a cake 


others, eolorines, gorriones, and 




















of ice, and the family all ready for the day—father, 
mother, children, and babies. They serve sherbets in 
all sorts of colors. The whirr of the freezers as they 
swing the container back and forth in the ice is a sooth- 
ing morning sound, 


The serape sellers appear with their colorful blan 
kets piled on their shoulders, and women with croche 
ted lace and yokes for blouses and colored woven 
wool sashes. They squat in the hotel doorways wait 
ing for tourists or peer inside for prospective custom 


ers 


TAY Wee el hey: 


yee Z 


{gil 
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The sun is higher now and there is more warmth 
in the fresh morning air. School children hurry along 
with knapsacks on their backs: sehool girls in uni 
forms of different serts go arm in arm: college boys 
saunter, studying as they go; girls with elaborate per 
manent-wave coiffures and dangling earrings hustle 
to office or store 

There is the sound of iron eurtains being rolled 
up in front of the stores. or of wooden shutters being 
taken down. The radio is turned on in the barbe 
shop, the policeman on the eorner blows his whistle, 


the cathedral clock strikes nine—the day has begun! 





By James Ap'‘r ny Kelly. 





By Tommy Beere. 


ii WERE late in getting back to our private 
raiiway ear for dinner, but the steward and 
the porter were both in good humor, as well 
as Townsend and Wagus, who had returned 

with experiences from the hinterland. Tardiness rarely 
causes irritation among Mexieans or lovers of Mexico 

In the dining-room L stopped, surprised. In the 
center of the table was an extralarge cake heavily 
frosted and embossed in red letters. My name was 
spread across the top in bits of candied cherries. A 
litthe card lay at the foot of the eake. Serawled in 
ink it said, ‘*To El Seftor Profesér from the Cook.’’ 

The porter and the steward were standing by to 
note my reaction, | was touched. | asked to have the 
cook in to thank him. THe was a roly-poly with a round 
face and a rounder belly. T said T had never seen a 
more beautiful cake and offered him many times a 
thousand thanks. His grin made a half-cirele. 

The cook spoke some English. He had lived for 
a year once in Tulsa, Oklahoma. ‘* Indians, there, too,”’ 
‘Big. fine Indians, rieh, much oil. They ride 
white ladies about in red automobiles.”’ 

“Did you like Tulsa? 

‘T like. | like very much—to look. Tall build- 
ings, glass store windows full of everything.”’ 

“Why didn’t vou stay?” 

‘T no have oil.” He chuckled pleasantly. ‘‘T feel 
better here”? 

We all stood admiring the cake for some minutes 
hefore we sat down to dinner, But this creation was 
too much for me, for us. We should have a child here 
to enjoy ite-A child who has never seen a eake like 
this—-except mavbe in a confectioner’s window. We 
needed a child for a proper celebration. 


he said, 


A Cake and 


Departure 


By Hudson Strode 


| looked at Esperén. He looked at me. We knew 
one child in Querétaro by name—no more than a boy, 
if he did wear a soldier’s uniform. Josefat Mendes. 

Could we? Would it be proper, permitted? A eap- 
tain ask a private—less than a private—to dinner? 

Esperén put back the chair he had pulled out 
‘Let’s go get him. [Pll speak with the commandant.’ 
Ile looked at the steward and the cook. Could the 
dinner be held back a quarter-hour while we went 
to fetch a guest? 

But, of course, Como no? Their pleasure was only 
to please us. Wagus and Townsend were quite con- 
tent to wait. 

1 grabbed my hat, and Esperén, his captain’s cap. 
It had begun to drizzle. But we didn’t care and didn't 
bother to take raincoats. We were Jucky to find a 
taxi waiting on the other side of the station. To the 
military barracks! Hurry! 

We tore down a street so narrow that the taxi 
almost brushed against the tramear, Citizens and sol 
diers were clinging to the rails of trams determined 
to hold onto their lives. 

“The boy has surely eaten by now,’’ IT said doubt- 
fully. 

‘I never saw a boy between fourteen and eight- 
een who could not eat two suppers,’’ Esperén said 
reassuringly. 

In the ill-lit street before the barracks, the rain 
was falling steadily. We told the driver to wait, and 
rushed in. Seeing a strange tall army eaptain ap- 
proaching, the sentries snapped to attention ‘and let 
us through with a flourish. Esperén spoke to the offi- 
cer of the day, who looked surprised, perplexed, and 
then aequiescent. Tle called a soldier to preeede and 

















escort us. We crossed the wet paving of the court- 
yard, jumping the deeper puddles. The soldier bound- 
ed up the steps, shouting **Josefat Mendes!”’ 

Loitering youths in the upper corridor became 
alert with curiosity. *‘Josefat Mendes?”’ they repeat 
ed, and looked at each other. 


‘He is wanted,’’ the escort said, rushing on. 
** Josefat Mendes,”’ Esperon and - both reiter 
ated. **Do you know where he is?) Do you know 


him?’ 

*Josefat Mendes?’’ “Il think he is out.’? * Tle 
is gone.’’ **Josefat Mendes went out, but he return 
ed.’’ *No!’’ **Yes!’’ **Perhaps.’’ ‘*Let us see.’’ Con 
scripts scattered in various directions, calling his name, 

A group of four joined us. One led the way to 
a dormitory. ‘‘Josefat Mendes!’’ he yelled. Some 
hoys idling on their beds jumped up to attention 

“Do you know Josefat Mendes?”’ 

‘No, mi eapitan.”’ 

“Do you know Josefat Mendes? 

“Si, mi capitan. But he does not have his bed 
here. In another room,”’ 

Down the corridors rang our original escort’s call 
for Josefat Mendes. Tle was unaware that he had lost 
us. 

A grave-faced soldier pointed, and offered to lead 
the way anew. “‘I know him. Ile sleeps in there.’’ 
The other fellows exchanged excited looks. There 
Was some urgency and import in the matter. Was his 
mother dying? Was he accused of theft? Had he been 
left a fortune? Was he to be court-martialed? 

Now a seore of soldiers trailed behind us through 
the great arches into another dormitory. Our first es 
ecort arrived from another direction. It was his voice 
that echoed back the ery for Josefat Mendes 

‘*Does Josefat Mendes sleep in this room? 

“Yes, but he is not here.”’ 

‘*Look in the toilets. Look in the shower room.”’ 

The soldier from Esperon’s province, the good 
looking chap with fine teeth and the mandolin, ap 
peared from the shower room with a towel wrapped 
about his middle. *‘Josefat Mendes went out. [le did 
not come back for supper. See? There is where he 
lives.”’ 

Ile led us down between the rows of beds and 
stopped before the little table-cabinet that stood at 
the foet of a certain cot, as similar eabinets stood at 
the foot of every cot. He pointed to what lay on top 
a tin plate with a pile of black beans, stew meat, some 
tortillas, some boiled cabbage, and a mug of eocca 
Josefat’s untouched supper had got cold. These were 
the only plate and mug visible in the entire dormitory 
Ail the other suppers had been eaten, and the uiensils 
washed and put away 

We stared in silence at the unhappy evidence 
No, he could not be in the barracks. 

‘You see.’ Esperén commented on the side. ‘the 
food these boys get in the army is substantial and 
fairly well balanced. And note, not a soldier has totich 
ed a crumb of Josefat’s supper.”’ 

“Was it something very laportant, mi capitan 
The bos in the towel spoke. 

Msperon looked at him and at me. Put before he 
asked the question he knew that no one but -osefat 
Mendes would really do. Yet he sated half-hearted! 
“What are vou doing tonight. now. before bedtinvg 

The voung@ man showed his white teeth in a grin 

‘With vour money. mi capitan, I was able te hay A) 
prettv girl a tres Martas this afternoon, and she is 
meeting ine at elgeht 

Tres Marias?’’ J queried 

‘Three Marvs.’” Esperdn said, ‘‘is the name of 
a triple iee-ceream cone shaved to hold three blobs 


vartlla, ehoeclate, and straw berry 
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If we had not given money to Josefat Mendes, I 
where he should 
to -Josefat Mendes?”’ 
other boys asked together 

tell him, his new 


o take him to a fiesta on a private car at the 
reiiway station—and that we were sorry to miss him,”’ 
‘Ile will be more than sorry 

» watched our steps down the slippery stone 
stairs to the wet courtyard, we knew .losefat could 
as disappointed as we it 1 
Esperon said 
doing things fr kids than the kids themselves get out 


Soldiers scurrying in out of the rain passed us 


lit sunk as we got 


‘Drive slow ly 


ways having dinner in a private car with a big cake 


We strained our eves at the oblique street: sha 
Young conseripts lurked in’ the protection ot 
doorways, but none was the fellow too small for 
We drove slowls around the deserted plazi 


Only desultory 


We did not enjoy the excellent dinner with duek 


Wagus were disappointed 
made exclamations of 
ligh? when he came in to witness the cutting of the 


Townsend couldn't eat any, heeause he had some 


the dining-room 


hose inh the kitehe tN There Wis ¢ nough Ca 


eltorts to vive 
ure and get pleasure by 


if back to Me 


i waste to take 


espe rom sald 


De vou think it would hurt the couk’s feelings.”’ 


when | was in military school in the States 


paste boar on 


almost Stapp al 


in fineling a lone We drove swittlhs to the 


‘aptain to be bringing a eor script such a vt 


changed eomments on the 


Si) clier relurnmes 


MOTHERHOOD, Terra Cotta. 


By Fidencio Castillo. 





WOMAN WITH JAR, Tera Cotta, 


Some Aspects of Mexican Sculpture 


Ik modern evolution of Mexico’s seulpture has 
to a large measure followed that of its paint- 
ing. In its essence it has mainly defined a re- 
discovery of native sources and values, a kind 
of aesthetic nationalization. But) probably because 
painting, assuming a social mission has become a mo 
numental art, sculpture, whose principal funetion has 
always been monumental, has to a certain extent been 
supplanted by it, or reduced to a secondary place. 
Thus throughout the past three decades our senlp 
tors have confronted a rather difficult situation, Striv- 
ing for self expression, for prestige, and alos to regain 
their position as makers of public monuments, to en- 
counter public appeal and official patronage, they have 
drifted far and wide in exploration and experiment, 
seldom, however, arriving at entirely felicitous results, 
This tentative period has produced, for instance, such 
excursions into mere ‘‘giantism’’ as the dubiously me- 
ritorious mammoth Morelos statue soaring over the 
Island of Janitzio or that of **EL Pipila’’ overhang- 
ing the City of Guanajuato, or in Mexico City of such 
quite charming though essentially frivolous decorations 
as the Diana fountain at the entrance to Chapultepec 
Park 
Of all these sundry strivings perhaps the most 
unrewarding has been the anachronistic attempt on 


By Guillermo Rivas 


the part of some of our seulptors to create a modern 
Mexican expression by way of simulating archaeology, 
hy seeking to express present-day reality in Aztec or 
Maya terms. 

And yet, while our seulpture has not achieved the 
high significance of our mural painting, while it has 
not produced a single figure that can be likened to 
José Clemente Orozeo, while it has lacked definitive 
goal or orientation, while it has failed to evolve a 
homogeneous form, it has preserved a degree of vita- 
lity and promise within this very same trend of trial 
and exploration. Our seulpture, like our painting, 
revealing the urge for independence, for a valid self- 
utterance, ranges widely in manner, style and purpo- 
se, though beyond its heterogeneity, by and large it 
bears a salient note of national character, the stamp 
of Mexican neo-realism which characterizes the work 
of our outstanding contemporary painters. 


. * * 


This peculiar stamp is especially notable in the 
work of José L. Ruiz. In austere and simplified plas- 
tie terms he depicts indigenous Mexico, enhancing 
his realism and investing it with added foree through 
a slight, consistent and harmonious distortion. To 





By José L. Ruiz. 































this extent Ruiz the seulptor can be likened to the 
painter Guerrero Galvan 

We find a similar though less pronounced under 
lving quality in the massive figures of Rosa Castillo 
Alberto de la Vega and Fidencio Castillo While 3 
the work of all the facial expression is lifelike there 
is a hint of symbolism in the recreation of bodies 

This symbolism surpasses realism in the arresting 
Composition, *Toiler.’ by Gorge Gonzalez Camarena 
The head is dwarfed by the body, implying that lire 
itself is sustained entirely by bodily effort, that should 
ers, arms and legs, and not the head, are the instru- 
ments of elemental survival. Gonzalez Camarena, in 
cidentally, is a distinguished mural painter who has of 
late taken up seulpture as well 

Geles Cabrera, who is probably the most convin 
cing among our abstractionists, departing trom = the 
contemporary native manner, creates images of flow 
ing undulations that are imbued with a spark of it 


net lite. 


The diverse manners of the above six seulptors 
are fairly representative of the general trend in our 
contemporary sculpture, 


FIGURE. Terra Cotta By José L. Ruiz 





YOUNG WOMAN. Terra Cotta. By Alberto de la Vear 


TOILER. Terra Cotta. 


By Jorge Gonzalez Camarena 


HEAD OF A BOY. Terra Cotta. By Alberto de la Vega. 


BATHER. Terra Cotta. By Rosa Castillo. 


EMBRACE. Stene By Geleg Cabrera. 
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Un Poco de Todo 


PLACE TO STAND 


IVE me a place to stand and | will move the 
earth.’ Archimedes 
made his celebrated statement with a 


as reported at the time, 
simplicity 


ane directness neve! achieved Iyy i oiner on the 


direek dramatists studied i’ schools ‘Dos iol pou sto 


nal ten ven’ F (sive rhe where | stand rhtiel of will 


ove the earth.’’ This statement was lone revardea 


a8 a bold uit Sule proposition theoretieal HIVASTOS, 


but now that space vovagers are preparing to set ont 


in all cireetions it mav be considered a matter ot 


netien! athe hanes (,iven thre weleht ol the ‘ rth 


S BECO COO 000 OUR ORO GOR DOO het 


re tous. a rine 
stronaut could figure out just where he would weed 


’ 


o take his stand to move his earth 


There are some coraplieations of the probleins that 


Archimedes did not) foresee lle on av very we ive 


suspected, like a number of Greeks before and utter 


idiui, that the earth was a sphere Spheres es Gone 


his mas specialties he asked that sphere msec 
hed in a evlinder be the design on his tombston biuit 
he chad know that the sphere of the earth was spin 
ning on its aXis at the rate of a thousand miles an 
our and rushing through space in its annual journeys 


cs thie 


around the sun at the rate of about ten ti 


spwed of sound These later discoveries present inbenedl 


fications of the problem that the astronauts will have 
th consider, although they did not bother Arcitime 


aes 


A practical application of the project toe move 
the earth would be to bring the axis of the earth to 
2 position perpendicular to the plane of the 
orbit. Through the ages the earth has been heeled 
over at an angle of 25 


earth's 


1, degrees, which is the caus. 
of the changing seasons with excessive heat and cold 
north and south of the Equator and gives some na 
tions a decidedly better climate than others. tf the 
axis could be brought back to the perpendicular, with 
the sun always over the Equator, climate would tend 
to be equalized. In any case, allowing for differences 
due to other causes, every nation would have an equal 
place in the sun. This would tend to diminish envy 
and news of conquest. Siberia might in time beeome 
au pleasant land, which would not only be a great ad 
vantage for the thousands in the Soviet’s labor canips 
hut might turn the attention of Moscow away from 
Central Europe, thus promoting the peace and hap 
piness of the Continent. 

There are other considerations, of eourse, equal 
ly unknown to Archimedes, which the space mecha 
nies will have to weigh earefully. Onee the earth is 
righted there is no certainty that it will stay put Hip 
parchus and Newton discovered the applicable laws 
The attraction of the 


sun and moon upon the earth’s protuberances at the 


of the movement of the earth 
Equator, it is explained, tends to bring the Equator 
Into the plane of the orbit of the earth or the moon, 
but the earth’s rotation has a evroseopie effect, seo 
that the axis of the earth assumes a motion like the 
axis of a spinning top. In other words, the axis of the 
solid earth is not a fixed line, but the pole tends over 


centuries to move almost in il cirele These consider 


ations should be well known to the astronauts and 
should not deter them from trying to correct the ob 
vious irregularities of the earth’s movement for the 
benefit of all mankind 
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EARTH HAS LIQUID CORE 


What is it like at the center of the earth rots 
W. Maudice Ewing and Frank Press of Columbia Ui 


versity’s Department ot Creolows presented evict 


that the «ore of the earth is liquid 

The evidence was supplied by a new seisiograpl 
which is installed at Columbia’s Lamont CGeolowe: 
Observatory at Palisades, N. Y., and which is technic 
ally called an 


graph, The instrument records hitherto undetectes 


ultra-lony vertical els 


period 


earthquake surface waves. So sensitive is this me 


seismograph that it responds to earthquake hace 
waves even alter thev have cirete the eurt ‘ 
times—a record which was est ished on N 
au severe earthquake rocks ly 1} the Kh 
inhabited penimstla morthe { clay 

“The ea thquake proved t ( ust whit V4 
after, says Professor Ewing lt wa IS POWs 
the one that ce stroved San Francisco im T9006 
a so-called ‘tidal wave’ i olion that later reached 
llawan.”’ 

The seismograph recorded the shock waves 


remote earthquake as they circled the earth wv 


directions. Fifteen trains o vives were detected i 
all. ‘**This last group of waves had gone completels 
around the globe ne fewer than elght times hhavane 
traveled altogether about IS2.000) miles comme 
Professor Ewing. In his opinion “‘it felt: the earth 
core,”’ 

Professors Ewing and Press came to desivn then 
ultra-long period vertical seismograph as a result of 
their interest in shoek waves which are known as 

Rayleigh waves’? and which ean indicate the degree 
ol solidity or the earth s core 


died before this particular 


Ravleigh Wives Tu 
seisinograph was installee 
were no more than 100 miles in length, therefore un 
affected by the erust of the earth 


where around twenty-five miles thick 


which IN Seelile 


‘The reat interest of the 
their velocity 


longer waves is that 
ceases to inerease with wave lenuetl 
contrary to the trend in shorter waves,”’ 
fessor Ewing 
surface waves increases with the wave length we in 
terpret this failure of the longest waves to increase 
in velocity to mean that they are ‘feeling’ the liquid 
core of the earth If the center of the earth were se 
lid, velocity should increase with wave length as the 
transmitting medium becomes more 


explains Pro 


“Since the depth of penetration of the 


dense 


LOWER DEATH RAISES 


Dr. Robert C. Cook, acting director of the Po 
pulation Reference Pureau, at Washington, cites in its 
bulletin Cevlon’s experience to show how easily and 
cheaply modern epidemic control measures can lower 
death rates. The decline in the death rate is a blessing 
but it also upsets the balance between birth and deaths 
and often precipitate s economie and political Crises 


Cook states that in Ce Vion a matlaria-eontro! ent 


paign eut the death rate from twenty to fourteen i 
only one year This low death rate has been main 
tained since 1946. The annual eost has been about 

12-15 cents per person 
Because Ceylon’s birth rate per thousand Tepe 
ation remains high (40.5), the annual rate of erowth 
Continued on page 4& 
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Literary Appraisals 


OBSERVATIONS IN LOWER CALIFORNIA, By Joh- 
ann Jakob Baegert,S. J, trenslated with an Introduction 
and Notes by M_ M. Brandenburg and Carl L Baumann. 
Berkeley and Los Angeles, University of California Fress, 
1952, 218 p. Illus. 


VERYTIIING concerning California,’’ aecord- 

ing to Father Johann Jakob Baegert, ‘‘is of 

such little importance that it is hadly worth 

the trouble to take a pen and write about it.”’ 
tle could well appreciate the extravagant truth of his 
statement, for he was writing in the latter half of the 
eighteenth century of his experiences as a Jesuit mis- 
sionary in what is today Lower California, Originally 
published in Germany in 1771 under the title ‘‘ Nach- 
richten von der Amerikanischen Halbinsel Califor- 
naien’’ to ecorreet false ideas abort the region and the 
work of the Jesuits, Father Baegert’s report has 
recently been published in English by the University 
of California Press in a volume entitled ‘‘ Observations 
in’ Lower California.’? As a document of an early 
settler’s experiences on the lonely, baekward peninsula 
that pushes south along the Paciife coast from the U.S.- 
Mexican border, it is an entertaining eecount, rendered 
highly readable through a thoughtful translation by 
MoM. Brandenburg and Carl L. Baumann that brings 
up-to-date its original, somewhat ponderous, German 
flavor, 


As a reporter, Father Baegert ean hold his own 
with any contemporary, especially those who journey 
to far places, giving ‘‘the inside’’ of what they see. 
Because he spent seventeen years (1751-1768) in the 
area he writes about, the Jesuit missionary speaks with 
authority. Tle tells of Lower California itself, a land 
he measures in the hours it takes to eross it on foot 
rather than in metric distanee. Ile deseribes its geo- 
graphy, climate, flora, and fauna; how its Indian 
inhabitants lived and what sort of people they were. 
Health and education facilities and the need for more 
of them do not escape the Father’s eye. As a Jesuit, 
he was taking part in one of the most progressive and 
humanitarian movements of his time. Of particular 
interest are his observations on the limitations of the 
little known language of the Guaieura tribe. Then 
there is his deseription of the arrival on the peninsula 
of the Spaniards, and the first establishment of the 
Christian missions whose administration and operation 
are fully diseussed, 


Notoworthy alo is the eharacter of the euthor 
himself as revealed in the text. We find father 
Dbaegert a perspicacious observer and a firm believer 
in his order. Not without humor, he sets down the 
more barbarie eustoms of the Lower Californians with 
a detail that qualifies his indignation. Only when he 
writes of the setreless murders of his colleagues by 
rebellious natives does his certain anger flare. 


It is a eurious fact that Lower California. still 
remains the negleeted backwater of a prosperous na- 
tion. Latest reports from the area indieate that during 
the past two hundred years its development, in com- 
parison with the rest of Mexieo, has been slight. With 
this in mind, the reader cannot help but observe that 
much of what Father Baegert wrote in 1771 rings 
strangely true today 


WwW. B.A 
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THE DARK SAVIOUR. By Robert Harling. 320 pp New 
York: Harper & Co 


STORM of trouble was blowing over one of John 
A Lull’s uneasy islands in the Caribbean. A dark 
Messiah, tlereules Smith, had come out of Africa to 
save his people, and his hurricane campaign was mak- 
ing front-page news. Baek in London one big datis 
with a correspondent on the spot, was being myste- 
riously scooped, and the editor had cabled his New 
York man to fly down and find out why. 


Hating his assignment in the sticky heat, the in- 
vestigator (who tells the story) procrastinated. But 
he soon thought he had his answer. The loeal cor- 
respondent, a pale, fanatical Seot, was Smith’s right- 
hand man. And Smith himself? 
rious thing on the island,’’ they said over at Govern- 
ment Tlouse. ‘‘That mixture of welfare state now 
and heavenly bells later on can’t fail. He ean send 


‘*Tle’s the most se- 


the island up in a sheet of flame inside an afternoon. 
Any afternoon he pleases.’’ Yet, despite some rioting 
and a rash of strikes, Smith spoke and acted like a 
man of peace and goodwill. There Was simply nothing 
you could pin on him. 


So the New York man settled down to finish his 
“vaeation’’ in a mixed mood of misgiving and protes- 
sional fatalism. But the mood didn’t last. An Ene- 
lish girl, an amateur reporter, staying at the same 
hotel, saw to that. Eager for a news-beat, she lured 
Smith into her cirele of wealthy white wastrels —and 
the crisis was on. But the dénouement must be left 
for Mr. Ilarling to tell in his terse, vibrating fashion. 


“The Dark Saviour’? is not sueh a complete sne- 
cess as the author’s previous tale, ‘‘The Paper Pala- 
ce.”’ A baffling fusion of the revolutionary and the 
saint, Hereules Smith never really comes alive. Dut 
all in all, this story, like its predecessor, is a novel 
of distinetion, 


Mr, Harling works on one of the main nerves of 
our time. The suspense in his narrative lies not only 
in the ineidents but also in the motives of his char- 
acters. [le is fascinated by the moral problem of the 
professional—-the scientist working on the nuelear fis- 
sion, the government official maintaining order, the 
newspaper man filing a ‘‘story.’’ Each is aware that 
incalculable results may ensue from his activities, but, 
caught in the obsessive demands of his eraft, moving 
automatically in the rut of his routine, he ean only 
echo that beary slogan, **The show must go on.’’ 


THE SILENT REEFS. By Dorothy Cottrey. 241 pp. New 
York; William Morrow & Co. 


T HE Caribbean, the most mysterious and perverse of 
seas, is the locale of this tale of a painstaking 
search against great odds—-a search by determined men 
for the motorship Christophe and her crew and the evil 
persons (or thing) that made her vanish, leaving no 
sca-borne trace. Hlere was a mystery further compoun 
ded by tenuous clues je rplexing coincidence. Tobias, 
the huge Negro whose son had been the ship’s eli- 
gineer, reported a giant footstep in the sands of a 
nearby reef. The brothers of the ship's captain dis- 
covered a string of unclaimed sponges on the reef 


Two experienced West Indian seamen disappeared in 
their ecockleshell at the time of the vanishing ot tne 
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Christophe The oddest circumstance of all, though, 


was this: no oil slick marked any part of the well 
combed area in which the ship must have gone down 

It was the absence of oil slick that caused the 
( hristoplhe s underwriters to refuse to believe that 


the ship had gone down at all; they would not pay 


for its) loss Thus the securitv of the larwe. needy 
Christophe clan was threatened while its honor was 
i ipugned Joseph ana Hlenri sallors ol ineredible 


energy, patience, and resourcefulness, borrowed te 
ney and built) another ship They ploughed the is 
lancd-dotted sea, seoured the reefs, made Inquiries in 
ports, and, fashioning a diving helmet, explored the 
Throughout, they were ha- 
rassed hy the monomaniaeal Webber and the power- 
ful Tlerera family 


forests beneath the sea 


enemies whose motives appeared 
shadowy but whose vindictiveness was at all times 
«ry stal-clear 
ortunately for the peace of mind of the reader 
In this book all-good is pitted against all-evil as 
seldom before—the author solves the problem of the 
Christophe and the Christophes as adroitly as she pre 
sents it. **The Silent Reefs’? is a fascinating studv ot 
intrigue and integrity in a colorful setting 


RL. 


STEPHEN F. AUSTIN: Father of Texas. By Carleton Beals. 
Illustrated with drawings by Jay Hyde Barnum. 277. New 
York: McGraw-Hill Book Company, Inc. 


D URING the past thirty years Carleton Beals has 
written twenty and some odd books of which 
nearly all deal with Mexico or Latin America. The 
fairminded and objective reportage and sound inter- 
pretation of the social, political and economie prob 
lems confronted by the countries of Latin America 
and compiled in these numerous books have given 
their author a position of generally acknowledged au 
thority in this specifie field. And although in the 
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course of his prolifie career he has occasionally 
ed from inforrmative works to biographies dl « 
a few books of fiction, essentia Vv ine S uly ys at 
au social and historical investigator 

Thus, much as in his co rehensive blograp! 
Porfirio Diaz, where in projecting the portrait « Mi 
Xico’s illustrious dictator he presents the histori 
panorama of the three decades it Ne eo ube 
iron rule whieh led to the Revolution, ino projes 
within the pages of his latest book the port 
Stephen I’ Austin he presents a graphie panera ‘ 
the historical period Which covers the origin, a ‘ 
ment, independence and final statehood of Te 

In writing this book Beals did not depart ver 
far from the terrain he knows extremely well, for the 
story of Texas likewise covers a historical period i 
Mexico a rather tragie and disastrous period of it 
ternal strife, misrule and = clismemberment Arnel 
dealing, so to speak with both sides of the argument 


Beals again demonstrates his singularly impartia 
tally objective and openminded viewpoint. This) bio 


vraphy of Austin ts. in fact. the kind of book cliat 
should be read in Mexico as widely or even more than 
in the United States, for it etlectivels clears ; 
THA popular misconceptions still often harbored ut 
our midst 

The book’s salient disclosure, whieh will undouh 
tedly prove a revelation for many Mexican readers 
is the fact that at the beginning and throughout 
of his career as ploneer colonizer and politteal lead 
of the Texas settlement, Austin, a self-saerificing 
idealist, unlike Sam Houston, strove to be a sincerely 
loyal Mexican citizen. It was not till his unfortunate 
journey to Mexico (‘its in a futile endeavour to plead 
with Santa Anna for Texas statehood, where instead 
of a hearing he was locked up in prison on charges 
that were never substantiated, that he became con 
verted to the cause of Texas independence 

In its broad impartiality the book tends to prove 
that Mexico’s loss of this vast territory at a time when 
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it was plunged in political chaos was historically in- 
evitable. It is an ably written and highly useful book, 
and like practically all of this author’s preceding 
works it is a valuable contribution toward the cause 
of better international understanding. 

‘The excellent pen drawings by Jay Ilyde Barnum 
further enhance its value, 


4. S. P. 


THE GILA: River of the Southwest By Edwin Corle. Illus- 
trated by Ross Santee. River of America Series 402 pp 
New York: Rinehart & Co. 


W INKELMAN, Ariz., is at the junction of the San 
Pedro and Gila rivers. The country around it 
raises cows and ranch dudes. Its pride is the San Pe- 
alro Torpedo, compounded of tequila, gin, rum, whi- 
sky, vodka, lemon juice, Coca-Cola, and a dash of ri- 
ver water, 

“TP suppose nobody can take too many San Pe- 
dro Torpedoes ?’’ Edwin Corle suggested. 

“That’s right,’’ the bartender agreed. ‘‘I’ve re- 
ver seen anvbody take more’n three and walk.’”’ 

“The ingredients are rather strong stuff,’’ Corle 
commented, 

“Tell, no—that stuff won’t hurt anybody. What 
vets ‘em down is the water. That comes straight out 
of the Gila.”’ 

If the Gila ever had a better reputation than che 
one it now enjoys, it must have been while the pre 
historie Hohokams were living along it by the ihou- 
sands and building the astonishing edifice that through 
its ruins makes the Casa Grande National Monument 
Kit Carson ‘*never knew a party on the Gila that did 
not leave it starving. He gnided Kearny’s California- 
hound army down it in 1846, and a diarist aceompany- 
ing it wrote: ‘*The only animals seen were lizards, 
scorpions and tarantulas. ** * Every bush is full of 
thorns, and every piece of Tass SO SOOT. as it was bro- 


ken became a thorn at both ends.’? This was in ihe 
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. ’ 
mountains. Following the Gila across the desert plains, 
the pioneer traveley@ifound no‘ grass with which to 
experiment. A settle? later times summed up the 
flora and fauna of the Valley thus: ‘‘If you touch it, 
it stings you; if you pet it, it bites you; if you eat it, 
it kills you.’ 


‘The Gila,’’ by Edwin Corle, is the forty-fourth 
volume to be issued in the Rivers of America Series 
It leaves out the Grand Canyon country, modern poll- 
ties and wars over water, but otherwise pretty much 
covers the history of Arizona, starting with the age 
of the dinosaurs and dwelling on prehistoric Indians. 
Some of the most interesting chapters are extracted 
from the diaries of Emory and other early travelers 
Tueson, which is not on the Gila, is Corle’s favorite 
town, as it should be; through aneedote and charae- 
ter, he makes it delightful. 

Five years ago the University of New Mexico 
Press issued in beautiful format **River of the Sun,”’ 
by Ross Calvin, written with the penetration of his 
hetter known ‘Sky Determines.’’ Corle’s book on the 
Giila will not supplant Calvin’s. The two supplement 
each other; both are competent. 


F. D 


GOYA’S CAPRICHOS, Beauty, Reason and Caricatures 
By Jose Lopez-Yey. 2 vols. 224 pp. 265 illustrations Prin- 
ceton University Press 


~~ magnificent etching and aquatint series, 
Caprichos, published in 1799, are among the most 
dramatic and haunting of this Spanish artist’s work. 
They have been claimed by the romanties (especially 
Baudelaire) and the ‘‘impressionists’’ (especially Be 
ruete) and by the surrealists as forerunners of their 
particular theories. José Lopez-Rey now asserts with 
cumulative proof the rationalist’s right to these prints 
He expounds his ideas in the first comprehensive 
American book on the subject, which is presented in 
a boxed two volumes, the second of which contains 
the illustrations which are fully captioned and anno- 
tated in the first. 

Lapez-Rey speaks with the disdain of a Spanish 
grandee of the romantics who hold that Goya tried 
to hide the real meaning of the Caprichos behind a 
fabricated explanation. Instead he traces Goya’s pro 
gression from the Sanlucar notebook, where he sees 
the feminine figure as a revelation of a beautiful real- 
itv, through the Madrid sketchbook, in which he finds 
dioya delineating, through caricature, man as a mum- 
mer who disgraces his great role on earth. 

Ile then proceeds to explain the Caprichos as a 
logical outgrowth of the earlier works. Tle sees them 
unswervingly dedicated to the vistialization of the 
idea which is expressed in the 1797 eaption of the 
drawing originally intended as the frontispiece and 
reiterated in the publication announcement: ‘The art- 
ist dreaming. [lis only purpose is to banish harmful, 
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vulgar beliefs and so perpetuate in this work of ca- 
prices the solid testimony of truth.’’ 


Goya thus becomes to Lopez-Rey the supreme em. 
bodiment of the eighteenth-century rationalist who 
believed that only through reason could man fulfill 
his destiny and drive out the blunders, lusts, follies, 
prejudices, superstitions, deceits, vanities and ignor- 
ances which bar him from realization of his poten- 
tialities. 


He ably and convincingly supports this point of 
view, strengthening it with references to contempora- 
ry writers whom Goya knew in person and in print. 
Ile explains that the artist chose the dream-world as 
the milieu in which most potently to expose man’s 
absurdities and human behavior as this dark territory 
is the antithesis of the world of light, reason and 
awakening. 


The nail is hit so insistently and incessantly that 
one tires somewhat of the pounding. One also would 
like more discussion of the faet that pressure, inspir- 
d by the Inquisition, foreed Goya to withdraw ihe 
hook from cireulation in 1799 and that Charles TV ne- 
vertheless accepted unsold copies and the plates and 
even gave Goya’s 19-year-old son a fellowship. One 
also regrets that the author refuses to commit himself 
to an opinion about Goya’s relationship with the Du 


chess of Alba. 


The book makes an important contribution on the 
side of pedantry. There is little written recognition 
of the artist’s indefinable. uneodified surgings and 
yearnings toward fantasy. There is little written awed 
acknowledgment of the series’ incredible power: the 
dynamie elash of blaek and whites, the inventiveness 
which conceived such macabre, terrifying and grotes 
que faces and figures, the imaginative approximation 
of animals and humans (which goes far hevond Lava 
ter’s physiognomie theories). Like poetry, the wild 
and compelling beauty of the Caprichos resounds with 
obscure meanings and shadowy allusions beneath the 
surface of the explicable and definable purposes and 
intentions, To realize these, however, there is the vo 
lume of illustrations of the two notebooks and the 
drawings and prints of the Caprichos. Perhaps the 
author realizes these reproductions (though less bril- 
liant than those in the Skira-Malraux book) tell bet- 
ter than any words of the artist’s tantalizing genius 


A. L. 
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Current Atttrctions 


SIX YEARS OF BUILDING 


IX years ago Miguel Aleman, who had taken 
office as President of Mexico several months 
earlier, saw to it that a law was passed setting 
up an Institute of Fine Arts. The Institute, es 
tablished in the Ministry of Education, was instructed 
to make music, painting, drama and the dance as its 
principal domains, and it was provided with Govern 
ment funds to do its work of ministering to the arts 
President Aleman chose Carlos Chavez, 
and eonduector, to be the first director of the Institu 
te. Last November, when a new administration took 
over in Mexico, Mr. Chavez asked to be relieved of his 
duties. Hle had put in six arduous years in the direct 
service of his Government and he wished to go back 


composer 


to composing and condueting, 

Mr. Chavez, of course, had served Mexico long 
kor more than 
influence 


before he accepted a Government post 
twenty-five years he has been a dominant 
in its musieal life—organizing 
ing musie that brought the flavor of Mexico to other 
parts of the world, writing vigorously and imaginati 
vely on artistic problems, teaching younger composers 


an orchestra, compos 


and, by his energy and enthusiasm, spreading a con- 
Vinetion in Mexico that the country could be of con 
sequence musically 


It was only natural that President Aleman should 
turn to Mr. Chavez for advice and leadership of a 
new program in the arts. But the ancient superstition 
that artists are irresponsible, addlepated people will 
not down, and when Mr. Aleman offered Mr. Chavez 
the job years ago he seemed to have some such thought 
in mind. Ile remarked lightly that a musician was 
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By Howard Taubman 


apt to be an impractical fellow. 

A man who writes music, particularly well-writ 
ten musie, Mr. Chavez replied in effect, must be an 
excellent organizer, a conductor must be a good ad 
ministrator and the true creative artist must have a 
capacity for controlling and dominating the 
under his hands. 

Mr. Chavez proved his contention in his six vears 
of running the Institute. By all accounts he did a fine 
job. But he had little time for composition and eon 
ducting. Now he hopes to devote himself exclusively 
to these tasks. In New York, interviewed by the wri 
ter, he said that he had at least three commissions for 
major works, and he is considering a series of engage 
ments as guest conductor 
ted States and Europe 

What had been accomplished during his six years 
as director of fine arts in Mexieo? Mr. Chavez took 
some time to answer this question, and he began with 
a bit of background 

‘In Mexico,’’ he said, ‘‘the Government is and 
has always been the only patron of the arts. Having 
been and being still to a great extent a colonial eoun 
try, Mexico has no great capital 
The Government is the only really rieh person in the 
Republie. And yet, it has so many demands for pub 
lic works, defense, irrigation, elementary and second 
ary edueation, ete., that encouragement ot 
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ture has come last. Ilowever, thirty years ago the so- 
called Mexican Renaissance in painting was due to 
the fact that a lot of good painters were patronized 
by the Obregon Government. 


o . * 


With the establishment of the Institute six years 
ago, fresh and concentrated activity was unleashed, 
and this is Mr, Chavez’ summary = what was done: 

‘*In music we established the National Symphony 
Orchestra, long sought for, the musicians having a 
permanent salary all the year round; chamber con- 
certs were given weekly in long seasons in the Palace 
of Fine Arts; Commissions for writing new works were 
viven to all distinguished composers in the field of 
opera, ballet and chamber and symphonie musie; the 
Conservatory improved its faculty by inviting distin- 
guished teachers, it established scholarships in great 
number, it improved its buildings, ete. ; 

‘The Academy of Opera received the necessary 
means to have yearly seasons, staging classie and mod- 
ern works together with repertoire works, and the 
united forces of the drama and dance departments co- 
operated ; 

‘*A great number of the best Mexican concert art- 
ists toured the country, with the Institute and state 
governments cooperating to support this project.”’ 

Music, in short, was brought to a large new pub- 
lie which had had little opportunity to know it in pre- 
Vious generations, according to Mr. Chavez. 

It is Mr. Chavez’ belief that Mexieo, like the 
United States, is an American branch of occidental 
culture. It has its own characteristies, such as its folk 
music with its distinetive remnants of old Indan eul- 
tures, but essentially it is not different. Mr. Chavez’ 
own musie, which was permeated years ago by a feel- 
ing of these ancient influences, seems to rely less and 
less on explicit native reference, though it has not lost 
its individuality. In its Government program to spread 
the best of Western culture, his country had gained 
rather than saerifieed distinctiveness. 
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CONCERTS Ai THE BELLAS ARIES 


F ORMALLY initiating its activities, the new ad- 
ministration of the National Institute of Vins 
Arts will present at the Palacio de Bellas Artes a se- 
ries of ten eoneerts on each consecutive Monday even- 
ing, beginning with Monday, the 13th. of this month 
The series comprise the tollowing program : 

April 15: Chamber Orchestra, condueted by Luis 
Ilerrera de la Fuente, performing works by Rossini, 
Bocherini and Luis Sandi. Ana Isabel de Berlin will 
appear as cello soloist in Bocherini’s concerto. 

April 20: String Quartette ‘‘Arte’’ will execute 
works by Shostakovich, Chausson and Carraseo. The 
soprano Margarita Gonzalez will also take part. in 
this program with a selection of songs by Fauré and 
Dupare. 

April 27: Chamber Orchestra, conducted by Luis 
Herrera de la Fuente, will present compositions hy 
Mabarak, Mozart, Hindemith and Haydn. 

April 4: Allende Quintette, conducted by Anas- 
tacio Flores, will present quintettes by Hindemith and 
Gieseking and a sonata by Pfitzner for a cello and 
piano, performed by Ana Isabel de Berlin and Miguel 
Giarcia Mora. 

May 11: Bredo Quartette will offer DBeethoven’s 
quartette Op. 95, and Bocherini’s quintette with a 
piano, Maria Teresa Dauplat performing as soloist. 

May 18: Chamber Orchestra, conducted by Luis 
Ilerrera de la Fuente, offering Mozart’s ‘‘Tito’’ over- 
ture, Bach’s eoneerto in Mi major, and the Beetho- 
ven’s 2nd symphony, with Enrique Serratos as soloist. 
A new work by Rodolfo Halffter, ‘Festive Overtu- 
re,’’ will be given its premiere in this program. 

May 25. The soprano Rosa Rimoch will sing works 
by Nin, Granados and Halffter, and the Quartette 
‘“Arte’? will render the initial presentation of a new 
quartette by Luis Sandi, and Mozart’s quartette with 
a flute, with Gildaldo Mojiea as solois’. 

June 1: Performing in trio, Jose Smilovits, 

Continued on page 42 
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Art and Personal Notes 








GARCO BATTERIES ARE BETTER 


i 

G ALERIA Arte Moderno (Calle de Roma No. 21) @ 

is presenting at this time a group of paintings 

in oil, tempera and duco by the young Hindoo artist 

Satish Gujral, who is studying in Mexico on a scholar- : 

ship granted jointly by the Pakistan and Mexican i 

governments. This is undoubtedly a well merited Be 

scholarship, for the works which comprise the pre- 

sent exhibit clearly reveal an outstanding personality 5 
and talent. 


Last Longer Under The Most Adverse Circumstances. Specially ‘ Satish Gujral has found in Mexico an ideal train- 
Built For the Topographical And Climatological Conditions ing ground, because his personal a bears a 

of the Country. peculiar affinity with the modern Mexican mural ex- 
pression. It is worthy of note that even before he 
knew anything about contemporary Mexican art, he 
sought to express himself in monumental terms and 
imbued his themes with social significance. This is 
probably due to the reason that in their fundamental 
aspects the problems of India and Mexico are some- 
what alike. ' 

His paintings, large in dimensions, effectively 
combine realism with symbolism. They are power- 
fully constructed and though somber in tone are har- 
monious in their color combination and are brushed 
with vigor and certainty. 
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Plants, Aeroplane Starting, Boats, etc. In a semi-abstract manner, comprise this interesting 


Manufacturers and Distributors exhibit. 


PRODUCTOS GARCO T JIE artist-teacher Grachene Nell Prodt is extend- 


: : ing a public invitation to «a grou xhibit of 
Obrero Mundial 755, México, D. F. sien Mie ee, ee eS 
works by some of her more advanced pupils, given 


at Calle de Descartes No. 8, Colonia Anzures, Works 
by the following artists are included in this show 
Mildred Holladay, Henrietta Shae, Anne Milhe, Jane 
Skipsey Falgren, Gertrude Guijarro, Conchita Miran 
da, Erica Beer, Blanch Cairns, Dr. Dorothy Parker, 
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Ann Scrivner, Gloria Solario, Madeleine Chiappero, 
Aida de Zubieta, June Courtney de Brazy, Rae Wich- 
trich, Dorothy Chapman, Carlota Torres Aranda, Ma- 
“on Johnson, Eloise Nuvulius, Dr. Henry Leach, Ig- 
nacio Valero Gutierrez, Jacques Brazy and William 
Iferning. 


S in former years, the local daily ‘‘Excelsior’’ is 

sponsoring a collective Spring Festival exposition 
of paintings, to be offered next month at the Museum 
of Flora and Fauna in Chapultepee Park. 


All painters residing in Mexico, regardless of 
nationality or individual manner or style, may take 
part in this exhibition with two works each, either 
in oil, tempera or water color, and based in theme 
on floral motives. 


The submitted works will be received from the 
5th of April, at the offices of the above Museum, 
where a committee of judges composed of Inés Amor, 
Margarita Nelken and Margarita T. de Ponee will 
make the selection, 


< TILL being exhibited in the Salon Verde of Belias 

Artes is the collection of handicrafts from various 
parts of the United States. The exhibition is sponsor- 
ed by the Governments of Mexieo and the United Sta- 
tes, and consists of 2OO pieces of potttery, textiles, 


glass, silver wood, plastic, and leather. 


| I YOU should be visiting the Tequesquitengo Lake 

any time during this month it will be decidedly 

orth: vour while stop over at the Hotel Hacienda San 
Jose Vista Hermosa in order to see a most unusual 
exhibit of original works by Ken Beldin These in 
clude jewelry exeeuted in oxidized, burned and poli 
shed metals, and ornamental objects ino wood, cera 


mics, leather and stone. 
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Current Attractions 
Continued from page 39 


Hartman and Miguel Garcia Mora will interpret works 
by Haydn, Bloch and Schubert. 


June 8: Debussy’s sonata-trio will be executed 
by Judith Flores Alatorre, Ruben Islas and Vicente 
Sanchez. The tenor Carlos Puig will interpret Argen- 
tine songs by Lopez Buchardo. The program will be 
concluded with Milhaud’s compositions for two pia- 
nos, ‘‘Songes’’ and ‘‘Carnival in New Orleans,’ per- 
formed by José Perez Marquez and Raquel Mints. 

June 10: The Madrigalistas Chorus, conducted by 
Luis Sandi, will conclude the series of concerts, pre- 
senting works by Jimenez Malbarak, Bernal Jimenez, 
Thompson and Villalobos, 


Patterns of an Old City 


Continued from page 18 


likewise foreed to abandon for similar reasons, and 
presently hired by yet another, he eventually met with 
a similar fate. Thereon, over a period of years, Ce- 
ballos, drifting from one publication to another, be- 
came something of a journalistic nomad, an enfant 
terrible tossed about like a hot potato from post to 
post. Ile was a man whose high ability could not be 
ignored, upon whom publishers were repeatedly will- 
ing to take a chance, in the hope that he might finally 
submit to discipline, tone down and hew to the line, 
yet ultimately found themselves defrauded. 


But Ceballos was not quelled by failure. If any- 
thing, it made him more defiant, more determined to 
impose his will. And, as strange as it may seem, | am 
inclined to believe that in this intractability he was 
actually prompted by honest convictions, by some va- 
gue ideal of serving truth, by a vital noble purpose, 
by a fanatical zeal to serve a good cause. Ile was a 
firebrand, a denizen of turmoil, a knight-errant 
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brandishing his sword, a puny little fellow supporting 
the whims of a giant, the incensed mind of a Messiah. 


And it was probably during this period of futile 
defiance that he reached a moral crisis, an intrinsic 
turning point, that he underwent the strange metamor 
phosis from a Sige wm honest and tO ible failure 


to a completely dishonest and disreputable success 


* * * 


Though I had completely lost trace of him during 
this interim, | have an og that he reached the dead 
end, that he had hit hard bottom, before he got o1 
his feet and commenced his sinister meteoric ascent 
He launched out as an independent publisher ol 
weekly review devoted to militant and iconoclast poli 
tical comment. Restricting himself at the outset to 
attacking political issues, presently, perhaps discover 
ing that this could not be avoided, he began to direct 
his attacks at peop'e behind the issues, at the alleged 
perpetrators as well es their perpetrations. and thereby 
a'so discovered that while such attacks implied con 
siderable danger they could likewise produce a very 
handsome reward. Subsequently the issues in’ them 
selves were only important insofar as they scoved his 
mercenary ends. Ile perceived, furthermore, that his 
epportunities were almost inexhaustible, for almost 
any man ho!ding a postion of prominenee ii govern 
ment, in profe ssion or business was a prospect for 
profitable exploitation, and that almost any situation, 


properly appraised and adroitly handled, could be 


propitious 


It was in this strange metamorphosis that he fi 


nally encountered a full though distorted release for 


his lust for power, and an outlet for his unbridled 
ambition. Now. the evil genius who could play at 
will with the fate of others, he was truly his own 
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master. He had disdainfully forfeited respect and 
friendship to command hate and fear; he had forsaken 
Mockhos safety and chosen the dangerous life. He had chosen 


a sordid battlefield, a game of wits where no means 
were excluded, no holds barred, where every deed jus- 
tified the end. Subtly cautious beneath a front of 


Fine Ladies apparent daredevil rashness, he mastered a method, 


acquired a refined technique, worked out a system that 
Tailoring came near being foolproof, a process wherein, as in 
the operation of a roulette game, win or lose, the 
operator always wins in the end. It was a game of 


Exclusive endlessly expanding possibilities, for every direct or 
covert attack widened the field) by providing an 

Models example, by arousing fear among others who felt that 
they too might be attacked, and by rendering them 

of the Best amenable to negotiations. Either one or the other 


: extreme—contumely or panegyri¢, slander or praise 
English Materials produced a bountiful cash return. 


Kvery human pursuit can be elevated to the status 


Bolivar No. 2] of an art, and Ceballos in his pursuit of blackmail 

= achieved the stature of a virtuoso. Ilated and feared, 

Office 109 he was nevertheless admired by his morbidly curious 

and quite numerous readers. and even by his victims 

(at the corner of and enemies, for his amazing audacity and fearlessness, 
Madero) 


Tel. 18.33-45 for his Machiavellian astuteness: and sinister finesse. 
Santen, , P. Naturally, despite his proficiency, he could not 
continue his infamous operations indefinitely with 
total impunity, and there were occasions when he 
found himself involved in lawsuits, and times when 
he had to refund some of his loot in form of fines, or 
when for tactical reasons he had to provisionally 
suspend publication and bide his time, And there were 


times when he was arrested, and promptly released on 
bond, and there was also the occasion when he was laid 
up in a hospital after a severe beating he suffered one 
“mos night in front of his house at the hands of several un 


identified assailants. 
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But all this did not tame him. If anything, it only 
charged him with greater élan, for at heart, I believe, 
he still regardered himself as a crusader, a bold aven- 
ger, a champion of human rights. In his distorted 
criterion he worked out a moral code of his own, 
believing—and he as much as told me so during one 
of our rare casual encounters—that in exploiting the 
exploiters, in despoiling the plutocrats, he served the 
interests of the underdog. 





Undismayed by his beating, assuming the role of 
a martyr, he used it for quite effective self-publicity 
and as a timely pretext for renewed attacks, for a LA REINA is the place in Mexico City 
battlecry in defense of the saered freedom of press 
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the bandages were off his face he composed a rousing bacon, salami. cheese, butter and conserves. 


publie statement which not only filled the front page 
of his paper but was plastered on walls all over the 
city. 


We cordially invite you to visit us, 
assured that we can please you. 


His bravado and resourcefulness were inexhausti- We are open fom 7 AD to 8 P.M. and 
ble; his judgement infallible. He knew the exact mo- deliver to any address. 
ment when to lunge and when to withdraw, and when 
to go into hiding if things became too hot. Breeding 


fear and hate he built for himself a place of redoubt- 7 
able power. Friendless and isolated, surrounded only OUR BEST PERSONAL ATTENTION. 


by a few indispensable henchmen—merecenary collabo- MODESTO MARTINEZ & BROTHRES 


rators of ephemeral loyalty whom he held through 
coercion—he, | suppose, accepted his solitude as a su- 
perior attainment, or as the relatively unimportant 


penalty implicit in the price of power. Ceballos was MEAT MARKET 


a lone wolf roving in a jungle. 


ae LA REINA 


Telephones: 24-5! 








I am’ reluctant to attach a Delilah angle to the RICARDO CASTRO vy VERDI. COL. GUADALUPE JA LOAREecr 


story of his final downfall, for one would prefer to 





MEXICAN 





“eseene 


for your Holiday in 
Menxivo. visit 


HOTEL PRADO AMERICAS 


Acapulco 





Wonderful Food and Service. 
World's Finest Fishing. 
Olympic Salt Water Swimming Pool. 


“LA BOCANA”’ 


is the most romantic spot in Acapulco... 
Dance on and underneath the stars... 


For information or 
Resesvations see 
your local Travel 
Agent or LOBBY 
HOTEL DEL 
PRADO 


Tel. 10-01-04 
Mexico, D. F. 








PERE EEE EERE E EEE EEE EERE EERE EEE Pee eee 


TALABARTERIA 
W. G. Robinson 


Av. Independencia No, 46 México, D. F. 
Bench made Belts 
to orde:, with 
finest quality 
imported hides. 
Riding, 

Jumping 

and Polo 
Saddlery. 





For your shoes and boots England‘s 
finest polish “CHERRY BLOSSOM” 


Dog requisites an especialty 


'SSeSSSSSSSSSSSSSESSSSSSSESSSESRETEEESs 








"xan antl 


A House cf International Renown. 
Paseo de la Reforma 132 


Almost in front of Hotel Reforma 
Mexico, D F Fel. 21-06-22 


Bathing Suits made to fit 
your figure. 
Clothes designed especially 
Men's Department 
for all resorts 

















LIFE April, 1953 


think that whatever weakness or vulnerability his ruth- 
less and resolute nature might have concealed, it would 
not be of a sentimental or romantie sort. Surely, one 
would hardly believe that a woman could bring him to 
ultimate ruin. But from what I had gathered at ran- 
dom such indeed had been the case. 

Kor it seems that the curious period of his moral 
transformation had also entailed a deviation from ma- 
rital rectitude to profligaey. A psychologist would 
probably suggest that this transformation in itself 
defined a rebellion from prolonged repression, the 
defection of a henpecked husband, that it was the un- 
satisfactory, the frustrated domestic existence Ceballos 
had docilely endured for years that finally impelled 
him to seek escape and retribution in the world at 
large. 

Whichever the case, the perilous existence he had 
chosen, the grim routine he followed, was apparently 
relieved by a sportive touch of dalliance. Women 
provided a comparatively innocuous diversion in the 
midst of a strenuous and agitated reality, and more- 
over, his ability, despite his utter lack of physical 
attraction, to obtain them, to purchase and use them 
as any staple commodity, I am inclined to believe, fur 
ther enhanced the enjoyment of his sense of power. 
And also perhaps, for all their seeming innocuousness, 
they provided an additional outlet for his craving of 
danger. 

lor there was a relative element of safety in this 
game so long as he played it with many, so long as it 
was wrought on utter taithlessness, but it became 
truly dangerous when frivolity gave ground to fealty 
Ceballos, it seems, committed the one grave error, or 
succumbed to the misfortune, of failling in’ love. 
Though even that perhaps was inevitable, for if protli- 
gacy some times defines a flight from marital frus- 
tration, sincere attachment often defines a flight from 
satiated profligacy. 

His wife, who by then had probably likewise 
reached a point of satiation, found in this turn) pro 
pitious grounds for obtaining a divorcee. And since Ce- 
ballos, at the outset of his perilous rise, in order to 
safeguard his growing possessions had with rather 
poor foresight assigned everything he owned to his 
wife’s name, by the time she was done with him he 
was left literally penniless. His mistress, of course, 
duly walked out on him, and added to this his plight 
was further aggrevated by sundry claims and lawsuits. 
His enemies, as if taking advantage of his unhappy 
predicament, had all pounced on him at onee; every- 
thing had suddenly gone against him. He faced a si- 
tuation from which flight, or at least a temporary ab- 
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sence from the city, seemed to provide the only feasible 
solution. He had taken a beating, suffered serious re- 
verses, much more serious than any he had ever suffer- 
ed before: but he would come back to fight again. 

So he went away. He abandoned the battlefield ; 
but he did not return soon. And when at the end of 
several years he did return it was not to resume the 
fight. By then it was no longer in him. He had grown 
rusty hibernating in the provinees, and something in- 
side of him had burned out. He was shorn of courage 
and strength; he could not fully emerge from his 
hiding. He was a beaten man. He managed to eke out 
a livelihood seribbling under a variety of pseudonyms 
for sundry third-rate periodicals; but Ceballos, the 
master of the venomous verb, the little giant who 
matched his wits with the high and the mighty, who 
made a toy and travesty of the Fourth Estate, was 
dead. 

| had this feeling the last time I saw him—the 
weird feeling of confronting a man who had outlived 
his own death. It was during the rush-hour in a 
crowded street that I met him. and we drew aside to 
exchange a few words. It seemed ineredible how a 
few years could so completely alter a man in appear 
ance, | found myself talking to a little shrivelled, 
shabbily dressed old man with a forlorn look in’ his 
eyes and a halting voice, his chin constantly twitehing 
upward in a nervous tie as if seeking release from @ 
constrieting shirt-collar. the cigarette trembling in his 
twiglike hand. He shrugged enigmatically when I 
asked him how he was getting along, and told me that 
he had a project for a newspaper, that he would launch 
it as soon as he could raise the necessary funds. 

ut the project fell through, for not long after 
our last encounter he was actually dead. The brief 
necrological item I read in the paper—a bland and 
magnanimous gesture of posthumous clemency—attri 
buted his end to a cerebral hemorrhage. But that 
brain of his, that inspired overworked brain, that 
amazing brain of his that always somehow seemed 
topheavy, seemed much too big for his puny body, had 
been dead long before it was finally extinguished by 
the tear of a blood-vessel. 
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Un Poco de tedo 


Continued from page 37 


is nearly 3 per cent. Should that rate persist, the po- 
pulation of Ceylon will double in no more than twen- 
ty-five years; the population density will be 600 per 
square mile. 

The average world rate of increase is today about 
1 per cent a year—the highest in history. Cook likens 
the rate of increase to compound interest. An increa- 
se rate of | per cent will double the population of the 
earth in about seventy years. In terms of people, this 
1 per cent means that the net gain each year amounts 
to about 25,000,000 people, or 68,000 additional mouths 
to feed each twenty-four hours. Should the rate for 
the entire world inerease to that of Ceylon—almost 
3 per cent—the world’s 2.4 billion people would be- 
come 4.8 billion before 1980 and over 9 billion shortly 
after the year 2000. 

Over half of the people of the earth have a very 
low level of living in terms of food, clothing and 
housing. To achieve any improvement, economic pro- 
duction must inerease more rapidly than the popula- 
tion. At present population is winning the race. 


Strange Daughter 
Continued from page 2% 


as Dresden china, and they kissed each other and Isabe- 
lle said, *‘Mummy darling,’’ and Lorraine said, ‘*‘ My 
baby,’ and people were entranced, There were always 
people to be entranced. But none of them could have 
heen friends or they would have warned her; they 
would have screamed at her, beaten her. 

Isabelle had to go to school, no matter how fright- 
ened her mother was of germs or kidnappers. But 
Isabelle was asked to leave school after schoo!. The 
women who ran those schools were hostile or evasive 
when Lorraine came for the farewell interview. Until 
Miss Harris—and perhaps Miss Harris, whom Lorraine 
had seen when she took Isabelle to sehool the first 
day and when she took Isabelle home the last day, 
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was a friend. Looking at Miss Harris, Lorraine sud- 
<lenly understood that it was a fine thing to have a 
face which was not beautiful or young; an earned face, 
which wore the good marks of life. Miss Harris said, 
‘*| am sorry we cannot keep your child. But she is a 
destructive human being; she spreads unhappiness. 
This is not a school for ‘diffieult children,’ as they 
say, and your child harms the others, Of eourse she 
harms herself first and most, but I am unable to help 
her, so I must save the others. | think you are the 
only one who can help her. Seeing you, | know you 
are not a cruel woman; I do not know why the child 
has become so cruel. But, my dear, perhaps you have 
heen a careless woman.”’ 

Lorraine sat in the silver, gray and azure drawing 
room of the false chateau and felt the world to be a 
marble jungle, a desert with swimming pools, and she 
alone in it with this terrifying, terrible child, whom 
she had made, for whom she was entirely responsible. 
There was nothing but chaos and fear in her mind, 
and her one instinet was to hide. They must run away, 
far away from everything they knew. 

Mexico was the obvious choice; it was strange 
and new and reminded Lorarine of nothing; it was 
easy to reach, They were on a plane, with only three 
trunks sent by air freight, and no maid, four days after 
Lorraine had listened to Miss Harris. Isabelle pro- 
tested the lack of luggage; she did not see how she 
was expected to manage with a trunk and a half. 
Beyond that, Isabelle had no interest in Mexico. 

I am thirty-three years old, Lorraine Landon 
thought, and I look twenty-seven at the most. I have 
had everything women are supposed to want. If there 
was such a thing as glamour, she had been drowned in 
it—the dazzled men, the marvelous cities, the furs, the 
cars, the jewels. I feel old and beaten, Lorraine 
thought. I want to creep into that pink house and look 
at the mountains. There is nothing I ean do but stay 
with her. I failed too badly, too long ago. And what 
sort of life will Isabelle have? It was unbearable to 
think of, snake-cold and dead; not a life at all, but a 
blind service to herself and her beauty. I'd better get 
up, Lorraine thought, and we will have lunch. 
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Isabelle would eat carefully, chewing carefully; 
she knew everything about vitamins, proteins, starches 
and their necessary balance. Muscle, skin, teeth, hair, 
weight, you could feel Isabelle thinking as she chewed. 
And they would not speak a word, because they had 
nothing to say. 

Kor a week the house seemed to sleep, The In 
dians moved quietly, as always, and talked to one 
another in their rustling voices; they had never seen 


anything like this woman and this child. There was 
no laughter, no love. Perhaps the child had been born 
ona bad day, and God had given her beauty, but taken 


away her soul. The Indians felt that there was sick 
ness in the house, and it made them uneasy. And then, 
one morning, Antonio, aged eighteen months, strayed 
from the kitchen garden where he had his being, and 
tottered around to the front lawn and saw. Isabelle, 
volden and almost naked, drowsing in the sun 

Neither Lorraine nor Isabelle had realized there 
was a baby in the servants’ quarters. Antonio did not 
ery; he talked to himself and his parents in gurgling 
INUrmurs, to louder than the sound of leaves Ile langh- 
ed a good deal, wonderful silent laughter, soimetimes 
ending in a tiny delighted bleat. Ile was altogether 
tiny and had an old comical face, like a monkey who 
thinks well of everyone. Ile was certainly not beau 
titul 

Antonio evidently thought well of Isabelle. Sud 
denly she felt a small hand patting her arm. She sat 
up, surprised, and saw e@ child who was too stall to 
be real—a child to find under a leaf, like in the sto 
ries—sitting cross-legged beside her, patting and smil- 
ing. Antonio gurgled some private conversation. He 
crawled nearer and patted Isabelle’s face. Ue was 
thrilled to have found a new friend. Something hap- 
pened to Isabelle, instantly and inexplicably; she took 
the little brown hand and kissed it. Antonic Iaugned 
silently. Isabelle laughed out loud. She eould not 
imagine where this brown creature, with his e¢lose 
black hair and bright black monkey eves had come 
from. Antonio clambered on to her lap, looking at 
her with trust and love. Isabelle hugged him. Anto 
nio laughed again, rocking with silent glee. 
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Then Filomena appeared around the corner of the 
house with a frightened face. She feared the swim 


ming pool, She began to talk loudly in Spanish, apo 
logizing for the child's hut warning 
of the dangerous deep water, Isabelle, who did ot 
understand Spanish, understood. 

Tl carry him,”’ 
English, also understood, 

Isabelle picked up the tiny child as if she ‘iad 
been carrying babies all her life, and Antonio put his 
neck . In the kitehen warden, 
yo oot hand: he 
the 
and showed her 


Intrusion, also 


she said. Filomena, who had ne 


warm arms around her 
Antonio would not let 
of his own. Ile led her to a 
in the shade of a 


her hact plans 


corner of servants” 
house laurel tree, 
his worldly POSSESSIONS a paper shoe hax with al string 
tied to it, a small pile ol pebbles, an old tennis ball 
One by one, he collected these riches and VAVe then 
to Isabelle. For the first time in her life she had th 
suffocating feeling of Joy that comes from receiving 
the gifts of someone who loves vou, They sat down 
under the tree and played with these marvelous toys 
They talked a mysterious bird talk together, and An 
tonio would throw baek his large, 
and shake with laughter, and Isabelle shook with gig 
gles to see him. 

At lunchtime Isabelle rushed onto the terrace with 
dirt on her knees and grubby hands and 
hair. Lorraine was so busy trying to will or biink the 
tears from her eyes that she hardly understood what 
her child was saying. “‘A baby—a tiny little boy! I 
want tu buy him toys and little pants! And do you 
think he is too little for me to teach him 
Couldn't we get a swing for him, and maybe he'd like 
a little dog! Filomena says | ean look after him! 

Lorraine, pretending to eut thanked 
(iod who had surely kor at 
last there was another hurran being in Isabelle’s werld 


absurd, aged head 


uncombed 


to Swit 


hha mally, 


engineerd this miracle 


at last Isabelle was thinking of someone else With 
astonishing intelligences Lorraine staved awa Pron 
the baby and from the kitehen garden: this was Is 


belle’s kingdom and discovery 


Isabelle gave a great many orders and wrote out 
neat shopping lists for her mother: she herse lied nie 
want to leave the house and Antonio. She sar tha 
possibly, if she were not there, Antonio wouted | 
inite the pool She did not share this love and jov wv ith 


het mother, brut used her mother iis purehastiug vent 


for the presents she showered on Attonio 


Lorraine accepted her role hhumabels It world be 


foo greedy fo expect the child to love her and ‘o take 


her into this nage elrele of tenderness Phuanaidols stil 
and Antonte 


she spied on Isabelle 
ane start to 


suntan ol oon the hve scolded 


vrass 
Antonie enipry 


nonkes 


She watched Isabelle *'S  pPrecelous 


wrinkle his nee i Nedtiess ane alisin \ ane 
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Was only concerned for Antonio, 
aia appeared, and it seemed like Miracle 
, to Lorraine. Juana was eleven years 
rezla’s vounger sister The 
her arrival or ask permission for her to 
stay; Juana simply moved in. She had long black pig 


lat, homely, cheertul tace, 


) She lived in complete privaes Juha 


became Isabelle’s gang at onee 


Isabell 
sine SS ; she \\V 


had to learn, 


servabts dlid 


and black eve 


» developed a wide natural streak of bes 
ished to teach Juana to swim, 
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and again 


not for het 


and -buana 


whether she liked cold water or net. She PAOLO MAIN DINING ROOM 


wished to a ess Juana, and there were 


lists Lorri 


hurrying events—-that Juana could wear 


own clothes, 


“? never 
are much nic 


Juana d 


good, and her sister nagged her to be careful of them 


and to keep 


able male instinets of 


she really w 


she had neve 


discovered this astounding faet, she went to her mo 
ther and explained. **Really,’* she said 


ing? Juana 
rather go f 
know what 


noon.’ 


ine suggested timidly——perhaps she was 


us they were almost of a size 
said. ** Mine 
er than anything vou can buy here.”’ 


thought of that.’” Isabelle 


id not like these dresses: 


more Shoupine 


thes were Too 


them clean. Juana had all 


anted was to ride a bieyele 


lle’s standards, Juana had 


she'll grow up into. A boy, 
Lorraine, 
right, darline 


carefully serious, said, 


an eleven-vear-old 
But Isabelle 
was boss, and Juana, being Indian, had patience 

Iv Isabe lot to learn 
‘roeven seen a movie. As soon 


“isn t it amaz 
doesn’t know anything. She 
ishing. | have to look after 


EXQUISITE (TALIAN COrSWE 


Isabelle’s 


the reason- 


virl: what 


as Isabelle 


said she'd 


her: | don't MEXICO City 


probably ie 
“You're quite 
We could take her to town this atte. 
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Oh. we though Luerezia could go with us ”’ Isa 





belle said It seemed Isabelle liked ony Indians. daor 


TAKE HOME... rae siniled very brightly feeling her fac erack a 


little with the smile, and = said line and produce 
the money which was a she was needed fe 
Then Slowly Juana rent her way She tye wre ny 


takinug Isabelle with her when she walked down the 
lane to a store om the highway, Juana | 

aISO shopped at that store and owned a Dievels ane 
cotee diy thre Iwo viris come home with seruatet ed Knees 


and elbows, after a dangerous but spell-bindingw bies 

















le rhele oon thre higl Vas Isabe 4 had never A nted 
i lieve ‘ Isabelle Hhaiel thevey Vanted to tatce 
echanees with her adored ane OVvelLV Paty She hol 
Ons demanded a bievele but also stated that she ought 
to have blue jeuns. Vou could not ride a bike im skirts 
fons herself anil duag the lone Prleaisne 
I in vi \ revarded herse . how 
yun sel here Vell ] 1 my vhi ~ ecpues 
VEASURING 
eal | ut she ! ‘ ‘ ‘ ’ ivl mvih it? ‘ 
pleasure Iwate lle ruse eratehe ‘ lite 
hye the Inmereasi clint ine IIs filled tre ! 
jars Is the I Ppitle en ! ‘ Heil ‘ ) 
rou he (*¢ iW! shoestrir 4 ‘ the 
FITSinG Ini 
itehy Isnibelle she had eve eel \! el 
1] Tis ere choll The 1) ! rie ie] } rhe 
child into a child. and reaping the re Is the lang 
ler thre tet hie Katee OSS thie ‘ heot ‘ 


‘ 
still thank Glod and regret nothing, and try mot te 


flora pinee ib this thew lite 


DELIVERING 


The house seemed li dled by oan invisible 


In the kitehen vard Antonio and Juana and Isabelle 
M ARIO Cc HAVE / lived ino a whirlwind of eceupation Jian Was teach 


i Waa JuUA ing Isabelle the art of tree climbing ; they had beee 





MEX IC of me, apparently, a family of parrots and spent a grea 
deal of time chattering to each other from the bran 
ches of the laurel tree. Isabelle had picked up enough 





Spanish for her needs, judging hy the amount of con 


versation that could be heard. Luerezia sang «at her 

F ica A M E q work and Isabelle imitated the songs; -Juana prerer 
red whistling and practiced by the hour Antonio 
MIRRORS - GIFTS - PICTURES vurgled, tumbled, patted, —— plaved with his 
SCULPTURE - NOVELTIES toys and was used as a toy by the two little girls. Fi 


Oldest Specialists in the City lomena cooked, scolded, langhed. Diego carried his 

~ son on his shoulders as he worked in the garden, and 
lov allowed the girls to rake and burn leaves or push the 
. lawn mower. Everyone was busy except) Lorraine 

GALERIAS Y DECORACION SA Everyone treated Lorraine with grave courtesy, and 
became quiet in her presence. She handed out money 


TWO STORES: There were a lot of people in the house, after all 
DONCELES 16 XICOTENCATL 3 three grownpus and three children but she felt her 
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self alone, wherever she was, In an echoing cave 
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She eould find other foreigners in Petela and pre 
sumably have a life of her own, invite people to 
cocktails. go out to dinner plas ennasta. Swim dn other 
charming garden pools but she knew this would 
be wrong She must wait she must give Isabelle 


this time Nothing must be changed while Isabelle 


changed before her eves It wotule be enuslel if she 
hac someone to talk Ti soleonhe who wotule enre is 
she cared w hie would wait with her Someone ike 


Isabelle s father euana in her silent Wits had triumph 
ed entirely All Isabelle 's leas originated behine 
Juana’s black unrevealing eves It was Juana whe 


invented the piente 

We want to take our luneh and go over there 
Isabelle sited ‘erie Hhhoorhiing Dpomting aweross the varden 
to the green pleated. empty land Suara suvs there's 
{t rivet and We ean fish it i! We climb dow! 


the barranen at the end of the street It’s not steer 


ta | ‘ ooked nto \) if then we wa k over there 


Phat Wil NSProdl ¢ ervthing ; Iwuilne e said \ 
US Trot here | don't see why not I clon t 
see why Lalwavs have to have someone with tne like 
1 Pads Juana came all the was rom Patzenaro alone 
on the bus, and she’s younger than Pam.’ 

Lorraine consulted with I ilonmenia Filomena Siile 


the people round here were kind. ne one evel hares 


ehaldre MN It Was thot very tae anid Au hea Vos sed 


rong about by hersell Suddenly Lorraine rietrpbeet 


ed herself at twelve. and how tree she had been 
how widely she hare roamed the lusts plain ot uC is 
The memory Was Sweet to her ane shie thought het 
eh | Hust have such memories Tov 

lhoten What vou Wit to eat * She said 


Fell I 
arial Isabelle Hitnost as vl she were 


e smiled at het 


friend 


Lorraine watched the two little figures in trousers 
the golden head and the blaek one. trudging across 
the far fields. Then a fold in the land hid them, and 
she was afraid, and gave herself a talking-to abeut 
this stupid fear. A normal life did not mean being 
shut in behind walls; there had been enough proteetion, 
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enough watchful governesses, and all that was forever 
finished. Nothing would happen; they would have a 
pienic, like two ordinary little girls, and come feeling 
like Columbus. She must not sit on this terrace in a 
fidget, staring and staring. Dut it would have been 
nice, Loraine told herself, if someone had been here 
to watch them with me. She’s getting to look so like 
Bill, Lorraine thought; her eyes are beginning to be 
happy, like his 

Lorraine was asleep after lunch when Filomena’s 
voice waked her; Filomena had eried out in alarm at 
the gate, and Lorraine was pulling on slacks and shirt 
and hurrying down the hall before she knew what 
the voice had said or why she was afraid. Juana stood 
hy the front door alone, blanched with fear. Filomena 
shouted something, and suddenly Diego was running 
past them, down the road in the direction the children 
had taken earlier, Luerezia called upon God to help 
them, and shook Juana, who burst into tears. Filome 
ha now ran down the garden and shouted over the 
wall to Pedro, the next-door gardener. Lorraine could 
not follow all this fast hysterical Spanish 

**Me voy!” said Pedro’s voice across the wall. Tle 
seemed to be running too. 

Filomena, tell me,’? Lorraine ordered “What 
has happened?’ 

‘Isabelle fell down the barranea hy the river 
Diego and Pedro will get her, Pedro took a rope.”’ 

The barranea, Lorraine thought in horror, as she 
raced down the lane; one of those steep gorges that 
split the land—sharp rocks, growing bushes and stunt 
ed trees, with a river at the bottom. She could see 
Pedro ahead of her, and she ran and stumbled after 
him. 

The children had not gone far—searecely out of 
sight of the house But when Lorraine reached the 
side of the gorge Jiego was at the top, looking down, 
apparently thir «ing what to do. Twenty feet below 
them. Isalb-lle lay on a ledge of rock, with her right 
lee bent ».rangely under her. Her eyes were closed 
and her face was paper white. 

“Not dead?’ Diego said in a terrified voice. 
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Lorraine did not answer. She began to. slide 
down the side of the gorge, tearing her clothes and 
her skin, holding herself by the bushes, trying to find 
foothold in the rock or against the tree roots that grew 
from the rock, 


Diego shouted. ‘*You will fall too!’’ 

Loraine moved as carefully as she could; she 
would not fall; she must reach Isabelle safely. Then 
she was beside the child, crouched on the shelf of rock, 


holding the child’s head in her lap. 


**Senora’’ 


Isabelle’s eyes opened. *‘Mummy, I’am sear- 


she whispered, 


SU 
ed,’ 
“| know, darling. But it’s all right now. We'll 
get you home. You be a brave girl for a while, and 
then we'll be home and everything will be all right.”’ 
“Mummy. [| knew you'd come.’’ 
She knew that, Lorraine thought; she does trust 
me, she does need me. 


Lorraine called to Diego to let down the rope. 
From some forgotten knowledge of childhood, she 


knew how to tie the knot, passing the rope under Isa- 
helle’s arms. Then she told Diego to pull Isabelle up 
slowly, carefully, and somehow, she never knew how, 
managed to elimb keeping the 
child’s body from banging against the rocks. — Her 
breath was coming in short gasps, but all she heard 


she heside Isabelle, 


was Isabelle, groaning and erying as the broken leg 
scraped against the bushes of the eliff side. It seemed 
to Lorraine that this jorney lasted forever; she lay 
down on the grass at the top of the ravine, too winded 
to speak and trembling from fear. The two men took 
over competently. They lifted Isabelle onto a serape, 
that square blanket coat the Indians wear, and carried 
her gently, as if the serape were a stretcher. Lorraine 
walked beside Isabelle, holding her hand. Krom time 
to time Isabelle cried out with pain, 

Suddenly she said, in a little, awed voice, 


“Vou 
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saved my life, mummy.’”’ 
“Oh, darling, of course not. 











We just had won- 
derful good luek.’’ , 

“You did, you did. Like explorers,”’ Isabelle said, 
and she seemed to have forgotten her All the 
storybooks, the dream adventures of childhood, had 
come true, ‘Just us two, explorers, lost on a mount 
ain,’’ Isabelle murmured, and clung to her mother’s 
hand. 

“VYes."’ Lorraine said, glad of this distracting 
daydream and suddenly feeling herself very strong, 
that hand in hers and that confiding 
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“Mummy, will | ever walk again?”’ 

“Certainly! It’s only a broken leg; it will be well 
in a few weeks.”’ 

“Then we'll go exploring again,’’ Isabelle said 
“| love you, mummy. [ll save vour life too.”’ 

“T know you will,”’ Lorraine said, and meant it 

Filomena had shown vreat presence of mind ane 
telephoned the doctor. They had only time to lay tsa 
belle on her bed before Doctor Grosbeck arrived. a 
small, round, unexeited nan who explained to Isabelle 
that he was going to give her morphine, and the need 
le would hurt a little, but after that nothing would 
hurt at all 

Don't leave me, mummy,” Isabelle whimpered 

**No, darling, never.”’ 

The morphine had taken effect, and Doetor Gros 
heck had set the leg and the child was sleeping easily 
In a comfortable German whisper, Doctor Grosheck 
assured Lorraine that a niee clean break was noth 
ine. 

“That is how children are,’’ he said “Tf thes 
do not fall from a tree, they fall from a window. ft 
they do not swallow a safety pin, they upset boiling 
water. It is not to worry, See how many people su 
vive from being children.”’ 

“Tm oso happy.” Lorraine said “T didn’t know 
I could he so happy “i 

Doctor Grosbeck cleaned Lorraine’s euts and 
scratches, and advised rest. The poor rich Americar 
lady had become a little irrational after this shock 

Lorraine sat by the bed, watching Isabelle sleep 
We are together, she thought; we will always be to 
vether now We are as safe as Filomena and Antonio 
there is nothing to fear. | have a daughter, she thought 
exultantly, And then thought, We have a daughter 

She must find Bill he had a right to this wonder 
ful child. She had no trace of Bill, except the town in 
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Texas where his parents lived. So long ago—so hope- 
lessly long ago. She might as well go out on the ter- 
race and shout his name to the mountains, No, some- 
one would have stayed, someone would remember ; 
somehow she would find Bill again and say, ‘* You’ve 
got a child at last; | am sorry it took me so long to 
vive you your daughter.”’ 

Loraine walked quietly to the desk and lit the 
small Jamp. She addressed an envelope to Mr. Wil- 
liam Dumbrowski, Berry, Texas. ‘‘Dear Bill,’’ she 
wrote, ‘TL have been thinking of you "and turned 
to smile at the sleeping child, who would grow up 
with loved, remembered, happy eyes 


Petates 


Jontinued from page 20 


She belehed reminiscently. 

‘*T took the little ones to a roundabout, and there 
we saw three peons from El Capulin, very far taken 
in drink, who were speaking to all the women with 
such disrespect as children ought not to hear. And 
indeed among those of up there in Cajititlan it was a 
most foolish thing to do. They spoke to me too, but 
I went away at once and pulled little Jesis and Maria 
up into a tree to sleep.’’ She paused to swat a fly 
with her duster and added with a little sigh. ‘*‘ And 
the peons were too drunk to climb up after me—or 
much else.’’ 

‘‘Ilow long did they keep vou treed, Lola?’’ I 
asked 

‘Pues, I slept all night, though they told me next 
day that there had been many bothers and disgusts 
even shooting. | woke up early in the morning, be- 
fore the sun, but still they daneed and the musie play- 
ed down in the plaza. Imagine to yourself though, 
senor, how strange it was to me to see those, three 
peons daneing up there in the tree beside me. At first 
I thought it was the tequila I’d taken, but [ soon saw 
it was only the morning breeze, for there they were, 
all three of them, hanged by their necks from ithe 
branches round about me with their tongues  stick- 
ing out and their faces as purple as plums.”’ 


A Cake and Departure 


Continued from page 27 


eareful. Don’t 


big slice of it when he comes in. Be 
slip on the pavement.’’ 
I turned to the officer of the day. 
des is out late.’’ | said, 
‘*Si, sefior.”’ 


— Josefat Men- 
casually. 
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‘*Ile seems very young. | hope he hasn’t got into 
trouble.”’ 

**Quien sabe?’’ The man smiled philosophically. 
‘He's a soldier now.’’ 

As we returned to the car we felt better since we 
had left half the cake in the barracks. The rain had 
stopped, and almost immediately the stars were out, 
fitfully illuminating the City ’s silhouettes. Hlere and 
there twin towers rose against the background of 
night sky like double exelamation marks punctuating 
the municipal plan. Always two towers to a chureh 
in Mexico, as if to keep each company in this unholy 
world, like nuns who must net go singly, but ever in 
pairs. 

It had been most pleasant to be companioned for 
some days with this Mexiean army officer, and most 
revealing. Through Captain Esperén | had a teeling 
of his country that | might never have got otherwise 
We had accepted each other at face value, and he had 
spoken without reserve. It was not just his knowled 
geable comments and his sense of humor that made 
him such a good companion. Without his kindness of 
heart and his innate good manners, his other qualities 
would have counted for so much less. 

And what better attributes could a man of any 
nationality possess than consideration and kindness 
of heart?) | was thinking as I dropped off to sleep 
the last night | was to spend in the private ear. In 
my half-waking state the problems of Mexico seemed 
to rise from the valleys or stand out on the sierras 
like mammoth question marks. So much had already 
been done. So much was still to do. Many things 
would doubtless be done the wrong or the wasteful 
way. But Mexico had a great hope of progress now 

and there was really no febrile hurry. In a land 
so varied and so alien even to segments of itsell, there 
could be few pat answers. As Esperén misquoted, *‘ In 
life there are no conelusions, only private dirges and 
occasionally Te Deums.”’ 
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Colonial Painters and Sculpters 
Continued from page 17 


first Mexican sculptor to make a thorough study ot 
anatomy, a study which was rewarded in the beauty 
of faees and figures, the natural poses, and the truth 
ful arrangement of drapery which characterize lis 
work. Zacarias de Cora was especially famed for his 
knowledge of anatomy, a knowledge, however, whieh 
leaned more toward properly bulging muscles and 
veins than toward the more subtle applications of cor 
reet proportions. José Villegas, on the other hand, 
was noted for the fine proportions of his figures, and 
he excelled especially in the handling of drapery, two 
qualities which are evident in the lifesize statue of 
Santa Teresa in the church of the same name in Puc 
bla. He was not as good in facial expressions 

There are several examp'es of the work of the 
maestro grande in the Chureh of San Cristobal in 
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Puebla, including a giant figure of San Cristébal with 
the child Jests, the Virgin of the Iligh Altar, and a 
Virgin of Lourdes, although the San Cristébal has 
also been attributed to Zacarias de Cora 

A stors is told of José Villegas de Cora that 
Shows the high regard in which the work of the maes 


tro grande was held It seems that the Bishop o 
Puebla, Don Antonio Joaquin Pérez, had been in Spain 
as a deputy to the Cortes ,and, on his return, brouglit 
back with him a beautiful wood carving of the infant 
Jesus. He summoned José Villegas de Cora. to show 
him his precious aequisition, and jokingly suggested to 
the artist that he ought to learn how to make seulptu- 
| 


res like that The artist made no reply, but taking 


the image from the hand of the bishop, he split its 


head open and took from the inside a neatly folded 


bit of paper. On it was inseribed the name ** Jose 
Villegas de Cora.”’ 
With the death of the 


to have died out, making no permanent impression on 


masters, the school seems 


the work in sculpture in’ Puebla 


* * * 


Working at about the same time, in the citv of 
Querétaro, was another group of seulptors, especial 
ly proficient In sculpture ino wood. Wood earving in 
general had reached a high degree of excellence im 
many parts of Mexico during the eighteenth century ; 
and in the earving of furniture and in inlaid and pie 
ced work, Querétaro, especially, had, sinee the middle 
of the century, become a center of artistic activity 
This artistic activity reached its climax in wood-car 
ved polvehrome sculpture, The material used is zum 
pantle, a wood almost as light as cork and easily cat 
ved. After carving, the surface is coated with plaster 
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of Paris and then painted and gilded, 
a ligure was often entirely 
which 


The drapery oi 
covered with gold leaf on 


were painted brocade designs 
Most noted or the (Jueretare sculptors were Ma 
riano Perusquia and Mariano Aree; and the trio of 


Marianos was made 
Mariano Montenegro 
of “the 
three Marianos.”’ 
(‘oras’” died out, 


complete 
sO, 


by their talented pupil 
as Puebla had its school 
‘*the 
three 
had 


au cen 


Just 
three Coras,”’ Queretaro had its school of 
But while the school of *‘the 
that of ‘*the three Marianos”’ 
a lasting effect, and Querétaro continued to be 
ter of artistic activity 

The work of 


in sculpture in wood. 


Perusquia is fine and painstaking, 


that of Aree more virile and bold. The former is fa 
mous for nis Crucifix in the choir of the Chureh ot 
Santa Clara in his native city; the Purisima of San 


Felipe; and the Virgen del Socorro (Virgin of Lelp 
of San Agustin, a figure notable for the maternal love 
and tenderness shown toward the child Jesus. Aree’s 


Santa Clara, a 


handling of draperies 


Piedad of 
masterly 


finest work is probably La 
group Which shows a 


and a striking contrast of grief on the part of the 
Virgin Mother and peaceful repose in the figure of 
the dead Saviour. Arce also did the Mater dolorosa 
of San Felipe and the Santiago of the cathedral. 

It is related that when Arce had been commis 
sioned to do the statue of Santiago, patron saint of 
Querétaro, the city council assembled to receive the 
work with great solemmits The artist, awed by the 
elaborate ce remony made of the oceasion, forthwith 


would earve a 
him. The 
cathedral 


that he 
bestowed 


deelar ing 
honor 


his Wor k, 
the 
statue 


ZIHUATANEJO 


Continued from nave 14 


dest roy ed 
statue worthy of 
result is the 


Lipari 
now so venerated in the 


100 pesos and that sufficient trees can be planted on 








me heetare to be worth 10.0000 pesos And a coconut 
tree continues bearing for half a century Although 2 sillerme SSE R 
before the only purpose of the eoconut ore hards Wis LS 3 INSTITUTO BEAU y Y SH¢ yp 
to supply the oily meat to the soap plant in Acapuleo Wy Permanent Wave. Cold Wave 
experiments have been made along the coast with . 99. 
ry antine enene in the oreharads They vet just as ma Gante ll, Office 301 ° Tel. 21 22 95 
nV Coconuts, VMeDonald explained and the eaeao bu on. aaa <= ——— f 
shes thrive in between 

The pe ple alse rise lots al bananas, papavas, PAPELERIA “SAN AGUSTIN”, Ss. A. 
emons and other tropieal fruits. but deo not bother . 
to ship them. Vegetables all have to be trueked in San Jeronimo No. 18 
from Aecapuleo, howe r TT) wav MeDonald looks Tels.: 18-16-00, 35-48-00 

Vw Uruguay No. 69 
| When dealing with advertisers, please mention | Teis.: 12-28-08, 13-22-05, 36-15-40 
an uw“ 
| MEXICAN LIFE PAPER FOR ALL PRINTING USES 
fe) — —--—— —H) 





MEXICAN 


i HAND BAGS AND LUGGAGE 
4 FACTORY. 
): The Best manufactured in Mexico 


E Directly from the factory et factory prices 


AMADO NERVO 82- MEXICO.0 F 
Phone 16 48 54 — English Spoken 


MANUFACTURE - EXPORT 








LIFE 63 


(ARIE MEXIZANI > 





CRAVATS DE LUXE 
For the Gentlemen of Tod-y 


Av. 16 de Septiembre 6—iccal 3 

Av. Juarez 36, Av. Madero 18 

Puebla, Pue. Av. Rutorma 303 
Monterrey. N. L.. Hotel Monterrey Bido 














EXQUISITE SPANISH 


PASTRY 
5 de Febrero 25 


PASTELERIA MADRID 


Tels.: 35-13- 
18-42- 


58 
57 











© A, 



































AL Mark of Distinction 


We offer you the opportunily to acquire the 

candelabra which can lend a mark of distin-tion 

to your residence, in a variety of beautiful style» 
—all in cut crystal or in crystal and bronz.. 


ALCANTARA 


Visit our exposition at 


Av. Alvaro Obregon No. 90. 
Tel. 11-64-51 


r 
7¢ +? rrort 
, sae 40 


ZIMPANGO. State of Mexico 


See the majestic candelabra at the Cine Real, planned 











64 














RESTAURANT 


Sl Casino | 


INTEFNATICNAL COOKING 






Corner of 
OAXACA & SINALOA 
Telephone: 28-57-43 


You D O enjoy good food. / | 


oe* J know how te partepate it. 


YOUR CHEF 
.. + FROM MODEST LUNCHEONS TO 
REGAL DINNERS 
“HOME COOKED” GERMAN and 
AMERICAN DISHES 
DaAFT BEER GOOD WINES 
SEPARATE BANQUET ROOM 


MEXICAN 


— ___________sp 








G- -—-—— 





SEE THE WORLD'S BIGGEST 
CHARRO HAT! 


Who doesn't know NACHO’S doesn't know Mexico 


DELICIOUS NATIVE FOOD 
Select Variety every Night. 


WIMPY’'S NACHO'S 


Corn. of Alvaro Obregon & Oaxaca 
Tel. 28-91-51 











fhe Finest Quality of Hand-Made 
BELTS 


for Ladies and 
Gentlemen. 


KIDSKIN, SUEDE, PIGSKIN, DOESKIN and FABRIQUF 
HAND BAGS, LEATHER GOODS. 
CASA ANNET GLOVE SHOP 
raseo de la Reforma 121, Mexico, D. F 
Between Reforma Hote! and Roble Theatre 

















1953 


LIFE April, 
at it is that ‘‘the folks are just too happy and lazy 
here to turn the ground and plant the seeds.’’ 

With reading and swimming and walking and 
the social gatherings in the evening, life went by un- 
eventfully Jike a dream in Zihuatanejo. Mornings, 
many of the men and boys would fish from the end 
of the pier. used hand lines or rod and reel. 
Others used a fine net about twelve feet in diameter 
with small leaden weights around the periphery and 
a line to the center. They spun and threw this net 
which sank like an open parachute through the cleat 
water. When they pulled in on the line gently, the 
net would close in the water and trap the small fish. 

Some of the boys east their slender spears and 
the pier held growing piles of long, slender-jawed 
Agujas, the gray-green Urels for making seviche, a 
delicious raw fish coektail, flounders 
and large anchovies. 

Sometimes I varied the eating by 
going to another hotel owned by Manuel Alek, an 
Arab, who specialized in dinners of shell fish, fresh 
caught in the bay. 

Weleoming the ehance to take in Uruapan on the 
return to work, [ traded in my bus ticket for a plane 
trip to Uruapan on the small Boeing that lands here 
three times a week. 

On iny last morning. I started to walk back 
through the town from the hotel toward the primitive 
airport nearby. A tall, grave, shirtless man stopped 
his oxeart, greeted me, lifted in my luggage and ino- 
tioned me aboard. He goaded the oxen and we creak- 
ed slowly to the edge of the landing field. 

Again, he jumped down, unloaded my baggage, 
touched his sombrero in a dignified salute and turned 
away. He seemed puzzled when I stopped him and 
offered him a peso for his trouble. The vice of tip- 
ping has not yet come to this paradise. 

Krom the oxeart, | stepped into the plane which 
was waiting with idling motors. We bumped down 
the field, slid over the tall palms at the end and cir- 
cled Zihuatanejo. It was an azure figure eight in a 
green sea of coconuts. 


CLEANSERS 


Continued from page 10 


some 


and soles and 


business of 


The Temple looked like a sehoolroom, but it was 
immaculate. The walls were white, the benches blue. 
the floor was of red stone tiles. A gauze curtain was 
drawn aside to reveal a wooden stage. In the center 
of the shrine stood a satin standard embroidered in 
silver, ‘Door of Salvation.’’ Tall white eandles burn- 
ed before it. Flowers were heaped around it. The 





AGENCIAS MARITIMAS DEL PACIFICO. 
S. A. 


STEAMSHIP AGENTS 
Grnte 4, Ottice 306, Mexico, D F 


Eric. 12-99-44 Mex 35-50-7) 
BRANCHES AT 


Mazatlan, Sin., Manzanillo, Col., Acapulco, Gro } 
Guaymas, Son., Salina Cruz, Oax 


" Worde ka | 


AK RESTAURANT 


A charming supper spot 
Excellent Mexican Food. Open 6 p.m. to 11 p.m 


Huichapan 21, Col. Hipodromo Condesa 
Tel.: 14-32-21, 37-30-13 





























April, 1953 


clean simplicity radiated a feeling of purity and peace. 

As the Keeper of the Temple led prayers and 
hymns, the Medium began to sway in his chair, draw- 
ing in his breath now and then with a sharp hissing 
sound that made my sealp priekle. He rose. With 
head thrown back and eyes elosed in eestasy, with 
arms outstretched and body swaying, he spoke—or 
rather, the ‘‘spirits’’ spoke through him. For fully 
half an hour the words poured from him, exhorta 
tions to live the Truth, to keep to the Path of Light 


In the middle of it IL felt a hand on my ankle 
So strong was the spell that for one bad second 1 
thought the spirits had marked me out. But it was 
only a woman who had crawled down the aisle to tell 
me that my legs were crosed and this was not proper 


When the Medium paused, The Fundamental Sto 
ne arose with prompting questions. Again the spirits 
warning members of the congregation that they 
were in danger of straying from The Path. Two told 
of their which the Medium inte rpreted 
“What fortune is yours! It has been given unto you 
other than Peter at the gates of heaven 
And to the other, 


seeking The 


spoke, 
dreams, 


to see none 

Peter, The Stone of the Faith.’’ 
‘That humble 
Truth among the black sheep of sin.’’ 


shepherd was vourself, 


After an hour The Fundamental Stone muttered 
and the Medium eame to, worn and shaking. 
perfumed liquid 


a phrase 
He laved his hands and hair with the 

We all backed out of the Temple, bowing. At 
the door we were given a glass of water from a Jar 
that had been standing beside the Medium and was 
now supposed to be radiated with holy balsam. Every- 
one left a few centavos on the plate. 

The Fundamental Stone postponed his luneh to 
explain the ereed to me. ‘‘There is no mystery,’’ he 
said. ‘‘We will teach you, if you wish, to remove the 
veil from your eyes and see the spirits, like oursel- 
ves. 


He became brisk, businesslike. ‘‘All who die are 
kept from the place where God awaits them by the 
dross or matter they take with them. This is sin or 
contamination by unclean spirits. To remove the matter 
they must seek Light. It is that which passes through 
the Medium and permits him to communicate with the 
spirits. The believers come here to be cleansed of 
matter and to receive Light through the Medium and 
through their own faith.”’ 
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If you are sick, he said, the Brothers call upon 
spirit doctors for diagnosis and treatment: their me- 
dicine is made of herbs. If vou are very poor, they 


vive you food and shelter as well as treatment. 

| asked whether all the Brothers worked in ordin- 
ary jobs. ‘‘We are not spirits ourselves,’’ Isaac Ma- 
rin smiled. ‘*‘We must live, although our real work 
is here Lopez, as you know, is a bricklayer. Sando- 
val has just come, and he is looking for a job. Only 
the Keeper of the Temple must always be here. As 


for myself, I am a politico.”’ 

Ile said he had received permission from the spi- 
rits to become active in the campaign 
Perhaps he had not to back, 
for his man subsequently lost the 


presidential 
asked which candidate 


election. 


When [ inquired whether we could take photo 
graphs, The Fundamental Stone said he must. first 
ask the spirits. 


about his organization, but it ap 
about ten competing spiritualist 
each with branches in various 
vrain- 
branches 


Ile was vague 
pears that there are 
temples in Mexico City, 
parts of the country. Brothers 
ed in the eapital and sent out to staff the 

The Mexican folk 


and Sisters are 


have superstitious dread of 


outside oft the 


magic-makers who speak to powers 
chureh, Spiritualists therefore do not have a large 
following, but their congregations are steady and _ Jo- 


through the ritual of eleansing onee or 
and being singled out for communication 
Medium, they feel ihem- 


themselves dislo- 


val. Going 
twice a day, 
with the spirits through the 
selves elect Nor do they 
yal to the Catholie Church. Is there not 
the Virgin of Guadalupe in the Temple 
A woman with a haby at her breast told me 
her sister had been cured of a terrible unknown mala 
men had failed 


consider 
a picture of 


) 


ihat 


ly when ail doetors and medicine 


‘That is enough for me. T have faith, and when 
I die T shall already be purified.”’ 

“Anyway,” she said, ‘tit is so elean in the Tem 
ple ai 
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